
 

1 

“We are actually happy…”  
 

Happy could have been the word of the day as the 
Nickels clan presented their plan for our National Re-
gatta on their pond once called Long Lake but now 
known as Lake Fenton.  The name change for those 
not privy to this twist of history, is that there happens 
to be not only more than one Long Lake in Michigan 
but also a Fenton Lake elsewhere in the state.  Not 
wanting to add to growing bewilderment of travelers 
from a far, community leaders thought long and hard 
on how set their area apart from the pack of similarly 
named locations.  While they may not have won 
awards for originality, Fenton has thrived and its that 
cozy down-home hospitality that we have come to en-
joy with each visit to the Fenton Lake Sailing Club. 

[continued next column]  
But, it would seem we’ve meandered into stream of 
off-topic detail that while interesting, delays the news. 
The news is that the only worry that our friends at 
Lake Fenton have is that enough boats will show up 
beginning July 12th and sail through the 17th other-
wise all their planning would be for naught.  Commo-
dore Al Vorel being the confident sort quickly counted 
off a dozen boats or so that certainly would show, but 
at least another dozen are needed to make this a really 
grand show. 
 
It was also noted, much to your editor’s chagrin, that 
those coming to Lake Fenton should not follow the 
skipper of R4187.  Ok, Ok, so we went to port at the 
bend in that crooked Long Lake Road, but that has 
nothing what-so-ever to do with the mark rounding at 
the Nationals at Portage Lake.  Somebody had after all 
moved the dang road sign with out a flag or any sound 
of warning.  Besides how are we to remember all that 

[continued on the next page ] 

Karol Vorel types the meeting notes while Neil Robb , Dave 
Nickels, Kevin Nickels, Jack Sanderson and Al Vorel share a 
happy moment during the Spring Meeting in Grand Rapids.   

A snowy Grand Rapids Yacht Club  

April  2008 
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… was there when it was all green when we where last 
here!  Enough of the past, lets have a blast as we look 
through this issue that is filled with all you need to 
know about our National Regatta at Lake Fenton.  
Even better than the table of contents on page three, is 
the collaboration our WebSkipper has provided.  All 
this wonderful info is on our website for your family, 

friends and crews to retrieve. 
 
We have plenty of more reasons to believe that our 
hosts won’t be disappointed as the Rebels come for a 
bit of sailing.  Neil Robb, WebSkipper, reported that 
our website has been receiving around 2000 hits a 
month during the winter which is about 3 times the 
number similar websites receive.  Neil thinks the team 
work between Lee Nowak, Treasurer, who mails out  

all of our new member information, and the e-Rabbles 
that have been keeping us abreast of breaking news 
have combined with his constant website improve-
ments to create a lot of energy, or synergy as they call 
it in biz-speak.  That synergy makes it highly probable 
that new boats could have been sold at Greenwood 
Lake if they were available. 

How that will play out this year is yet to be seen, but 
Lee reports that our membership is growing (page 15) 
and our finances are solid (page 16). All of this will al-
low the Rabble to grow more advertisers, meaning that 

we will have a even better publication.  All of this, of 
course, depends on you the Rebel sailor.  Come to 
Lake Fenton and join the family fun.  That way you 
will be ready for whatever John Washburn and the 
folks down in DesPlaines are hopefully cooking up for 
us in 2009.  So be here in 2008, since its going to be 
just super Rebel great fun.               RRR 

AL Vorel (left) and John Hudak Sr. (right) speak softly under the 
gaze of ole pumpkin head at the Spring Meeting in GRYC. 

Yes,  you should tie down your boat for the winter. Why? 

Lee Nowak and Pat Vorel share a sea story or two during the 
lunch break at the Spring Meeting in GRYC. 

Local folks enjoy the day on Reed Lake’s ice in front of GRYC. 
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All Business: Business is the focus of this Rabble issue.  
We begin with Spring Meeting highlights, followed by our 
Commodore’s guarantee of fair weather and steady wind 
for our up coming season.  The racing instructions, area 
map with hotels, events schedule and the registration form  
are courtesy of the Nickels Family: we are lucky to have 
such wonderful hosts and a terrific venue.  When you read 
the Commodore's Column make sure to note Nickel’s Boat 
Work’s new address and phone number in their ad.  Thank 
Karol and Lee for the Meeting Minutes and Treasurer’s 
Report. And, a huge thank you goes to Robert L. Murray 
for the 1970’s Rebel Brochure seen in part on page 19.           
      Bruce 

Visit the Rebel Website 
http://www.rebelsailor.com 

 
Obtain a copy of the Constitution 

       www.rebelsailor.com/constitutnbylaws.7.15.2002.pdf  

Hug, Race, Relax in a Rebel Today 

In this Issue – 
2008 Racing Instructions  Page 5 

Lake Fenton Map & Hotels  Page 9 

National Event Schedule  Page 10 

National Registration Form  Page 11 

Junior Registration Form  Page 12 

Secretary’s Report    Page 13-15 

Membership Report   Page 15 

Treasurer’s Report   Page 16 

Racing Rules Forum            Page 17 

Classified…    Page 17 

NOR—adverts   Page 18 

Photo Gallery     Page 19 
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COMMODORE’S CORNER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring blooms so we may prepare for Fenton 
 

According to the calendar spring will soon be here. 
Any day now the glaciers should recede reveling our 
lakes and rivers. So they tell me, but I am not holding 
my breath… 
 
Assuming spring does arrive, we have summer to look 
forward to and prepare for. The spring meeting seemed 
to go well with the usual suspects in attendance. Min-
utes are elsewhere in the Rabble but for those few not 
in attendance your dues were raised to $5000 per year 
don’t bother send a check we have your account infor-
mation from prior years and after lifting the funds from 
your account the next board meeting is soon and some-
where warm. OK but if you don’t attend…. 
 
Back to getting ready for spring and summer: You have 
all the regatta dates on your calendars. The boats are 
coming out of storage. Many of you have heard of my 
trailer experiences so remember check and repack the 
trailer bearings with fresh grease before hauling the 
boat around. Also check the trailer coupler. The nut 
under the coupler adjusts the fit of the coupler on the 
hitch ball. These nuts can loosen resulting in the trailer 
leaving the trailer hitch ball. I’ve also done this, on the 
expressway, passing a semi, approaching a curve.  Safety 
chains kept the trailer and boat attached to the van but 
 

continued next column 

continued from previous column 
 

there was serious damage to the back of the van. Oh 
yes check your safety chains and trailer lights. 
 
Now the boats at the lake and all those repairs you 
were going to do last fall still aren’t done. Oh well, 
Nickels Boat Works could have fixed it all but now 
it’s the day before the season starts and my boat is 
lucky if it gets a bath. I do check the mast rigging 
before raising the mast. All those pins and keepers 
get looked over and replaced if showing too much 
ware. All the wire stays get checked for broken 
strands, any broken strands means the whole stay 
needs replacing. If one is bad they all may need re-
placing assuming they are all the same age. Check 
your chain plates at the deck (which is where mine 
broke) any hairline cracks will fail on the lake, again 
been there done that. 
 
See its not that I can’t learn, it’s that I do learn from 
my mistakes (sometimes). I hope you can learn by 
reading. It’s not all doom and gloom we trailer fairly 
often and have done this sailing thing for a few 
years, but when things do go wrong it sort of sticks 
in the memory. 
 
Hey take care of your selves and your boats. We will 
see you in Grand Rapids June 14, Rock Hall June 
21, of course the Nationals are in July with the Jun-
ior’s July 13th, Des Plaines August 9 and Clark 
Lake September 20 if not before. 

Al      

 

NICKELS BOAT 
WORKS 

 
187 Tower Street 
Flint, MI 48503 

Phone: 810 767-4050 
Fax: 810 767-4060 

Email: hugh@nickelsboats.com 
 

New Rebels, Boat Repairs and Parts 
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2. Notices to Competitors. Notices to competitors will be posted on the official notice board located on the win-

dow next to the east basement door entrance of the Lake Fenton Sailing Club.  

3. Changes to Sailing Instructions.  
 3.1  Changes to the sailing instructions will be posted by 0830 on the day it will take effect,  

except:  
 a:  Changes to the schedule of races will be posted by 1900 on the day it will take effect, or  

as soon as possible after the National Race Committee determines that a change has become 
necessary or desirable.  

 b:  Changes in the Sailing Instructions on Monday July 14, 2008 will be posted as soon as  
possible after the conclusion of the skippers meeting.  

4. Signals Made Ashore.  
 4.1  Signals made ashore will be made from the LFSC committee boat dock  
 4.2  When the AP (Postponement) is displayed on shore, "The warning signal will not be  

made less than thirty minutes after removal".  
 4.3  Code flag "L" with a single horn means that a notice to competitors has been posted.  

5. Schedule of Races.  
 5.1  5 Junior Races are scheduled as follows:  
  7/13  Jr Race 1  Sunday, 1300  
   Jr Race 2  Sunday, Back to back  
   Jr Race 3  Sunday, If practicable  
  7/14  Jr Race 4  Monday, 0930  
   Jr Race 5  Monday, Back to back  

9 Senior Races are scheduled as follows:  
   Sr Race 1  Monday, 1300  
   Sr Race 2  Monday, Back to back  
  7/15  Sr Race 3  Tuesday, 1000  
   Sr Race 4  Tuesday, 1300  
   Sr Race5  Tuesday, Back to back  
  7/16  Sr Race 6  Wednesday, 1000  
   Sr Race 7  Wednesday, 1300  
   Sr Race 8  Wednesday, Back to back  
  7/17  Sr Race 9  Thursday, 1000  
 5.2  One extra race per day may be sailed, provided that the series is no more than one race  

ahead of schedule.  
 5.3  On the last day of the regatta no warning signal will be made after 1:00 PM  

2008 Rebel National Championship Regatta July 12 -17, 2008  
Lake Fenton Sailing Club Fenton, MI  

Sailing Instructions  

1. Rules The regatta will be governed by the 'rules' as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing, and by-laws  of the 
National Rebel Class Association except as they may be changed herein.  
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11.2 The starting line will be between a staff displaying the RC flag on the race committee boat and the 
port end starting mark, which will become a mark of the course.  

11.3 Recalls will be signaled in accordance with rule 29.  
 

12. Change of the Position of the Next Mark.  

6. Class Flag.  
The class flag will be a red R on a white background.  

7. Racing Areas.  
The racing area will be on Lake Fenton in the vicinity of the LFSC.  

8. The Courses.  
 8.1  The Junior Championship Courses will be set in front of the clubhouse as illustrated on  

an attached Sheet.  
 8.2  The course will be displayed on the side or the committee boat using the number system  

shown on the attached sheet.  
 8.3  If a windward-leeward course is used, it will start at the leeward mark and finish at the  

windward mark. Marks will be turned to port and no gates will be set.  

9. Marks. 9.1  9.2   

Marks will be 30" x 30" orange flags mounted on floating staff.  
New Marks, as provided in instruction 11.1, will be 30" x 30" yellow flags mounted on floating staffs.  

10. Prior to the Warning Signal  
Prior to the warning signal of each race, each competitor shall sail past the committee boat on 
 starboard tack and hail her number until acknowledged by the race committee. Competitors  
failing to check in will be notified, and subsequent failures may result in a score of DNS  

11. The Start.  
11.1 The Races will be started using rule 26 with the warning signal 5 minutes before the starting signal.  
        There will also be a sound only signal at 6 minutes before the start.  

The following is an example of the starting sequence:  
 Signal  Flag and Sound  Minutes before Starting Signal  

--------------------------------------------------- ----
-------------------------------------------------  

Attention   1 Sound 6 Minutes 

Warning Class Flag 1 Sound 5 Minutes 

Preparatory P (or I) Flag 1 Sound 4 Minutes 

One Minute P Flag removed 1 Long Sound 1 Minute 

Start Class Flag removed 1 Sound 0 
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18. Safety Regulations.  

18.1 Junior National Championship Competitors shall wear personal flotation devices at all times on the 
        water during the Junior National Championship series.  

18.2 A boat that retires from a race shall notify the race committee or support boat as soon as possible.  

19. Replacement of Crew or Equipment.  
19.1 The number and personnel of the crew must remain the same throughout the regatta, except that 
         the skipper may alternate crew, while maintaining the same number, by  

 

When changing the course after the start, the race committee will lay a new mark and lift the  
original mark as soon as practicable. The change will be signaled before the leading boat has  
begun the leg, although the mark may not yet be in the new position. Any mark to be rounded 
 after rounding the new mark may be relocated without further signaling to maintain the course  
configuration. When in a subsequent change a new mark is replaced, it will be replaced by the 
 original mark.  

13. The Finish.  
The finish line will be between a staff displaying the RC flag on the race committee boat and the 
 last mark of the course.  

14. Penalty System.  
14.1 Penalties as provided in rule 44.1. 14.2 No scoring penalty 
will be used.  

15. Time limit.  
15.1 The time limit will be 1 hour and 45 minutes.  
15.2 If no boat has passed mark 1 within 30 minutes, the race will be abandoned.  
15.3 Boats failing to finish within 45 minutes after the first boat sails the course and finishes or the time 
        limit shall be scored Did Not Finish. This changes rules 3.5 and A4.1  

16. Protests and Requests for Redress.  
16.1 Protest forms are available at the LFSC. Protests shall be delivered there within 1 hour of the  
        committee boat's docking at the end of the races for the day. The docking time will be posted.  
16.2 The protest committee will hear protests as soon as possible in approximately the order they are  
        received.  

17. Scoring.  
 17.1 The Low Point scoring system of Appendix A will apply, except that boat scored DNF or RAP will  
          score the number of boats starting that race plus one. This changes rule A4.2.  
 17.2  Two races are required to be completed to constitute a series.  
 17.3  A boat's series score will be the total of her race scores. All results are unofficial until certified by 
           the National Race Committee. If all races have not been started by 1305 on Thursday July 17, the 
           series will be considered terminated and the races official scored will determine the final standings.  
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filing the names and specific races they will sail with the National Race Committee three (3) hours 
prior to the start of the first race. In case of an emergency, a skipper may request permission for a 
crew change from the National Race Committee.  

20. Prizes.  
Prizes will be awarded to helmsmen and crew placing first through sixth in the regatta. Perpetual 
Trophies and Commodore's Trophies will be awarded as appropriate  

21. Disclaimer of Liability.  
Competitors participate in the regatta entirely at their own risk. See Rule 4. Decision to Race. The 
organizing authority will not accept any liability for material damage or personal injury or death 
sustained in conjunction with or prior to, during, or after the regatta.  

RRR 
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 Places to Stay  
 

1  
Holiday Inn Express  

17800 Silver Pky  
Fenton,M148430  

877-865-6581  

2   
Comfort Inn & Suites  

9040 N Holly Rd  
Grand Blanc, MI48439  

810-694-0000  

3   
Holiday Inn Express  
3405 Regency Pk Dr  

Grand,Blanc, MI 48439  
877-965-6581  

4  

Days Inn  

2207 W Bristol Rd  

Flint, MI 48507  

810-239-4681  

5  

Americlnn Motel & Suites  

6075 Hill 23 Dr  

Flint, MI 48507 

800-396-5007  

6  
Holiday Inn  

5353 Gateway Centre  
Flint, MI 48507  
800-315-2621  

7  

Residence Inn - Marriott  

2202 W Hill Rd  

Flint, MI 48507  

810-424-7000  

8 

Super 8 Motel 

3303 Claude Ave 

Flint, MI 48507 

810-230-7810  

9  

Red Roof Inn   

G3219 Miller Rd  

Flint, MI48507  

810-733-1660  

10  

Comfort Inn  

2361 Austin Pky  

Flint, MI 48507  

810-232-4222  

11  

Motel 6  

2324 Austin Pky  

Flint, MI 48507  

810-767-7100  

12  

Sleep Inn  

2325 Austin Pky  

Flint, MI 48507 

810-232-7777  

 

Camping map on-line www.rebelsailor.com 
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2008 Rebel National Championship Regatta 

July 12 - 17, 2008 
Lake Fenton Sailing Club 

Fenton, MI 
 
 
This event is set up for family fun! The junior races will be directly in front of the club. In 
years past there were cheering sections for the junior competitors. 
 
Tentative Schedule (as approved at the 2008 Spring Meeting): 
  

Saturday July 12   12:00 PM - 5:00 PM Measuring 
  
 Sunday July 13 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM Measuring 
     1:00 PM Junior Racing 
     6:00 PM Welcoming Party at LFSC 
  
 Monday July 14 Last Measuring - Cut-Off - 9:30 AM 
     9:30 AM Junior Racing 
     1:00 PM Senior Rebel Nationals Begin - Races 1 & 2 
     6:30 PM Steak Fry and Entertainment 
      Featuring: The Premiere Big Band 
  
 Tuesday July 15 10:00 AM Race 3 
     1:00 PM Races 4 & 5 
     Free Evening 
  
 Wednesday July 16 10:00 AM Race 6 
     1:00 PM Races 7 & 8 
     7:30 PM Junior - Miniature Golf and    
            Ice-cream Sundae Party 
  
 Thursday July 17 10:00 AM Race 9 
     5:00 PM Banquet 
 
This event is being organized by Marianne and Kevin Nickels with help from the whole Nick-
els family and many friends. Our intent is to have a very good time! We understand that our 
two previous Rebel Nationals here were just great: so please come and join the fun!! 
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Name           Boat No   

Address               
City       State   Zip   

Crew           
        

Early Registration   $    125.00      

After June 15th   $    135.00       
        
        

Lunches    Qty   

 Sun @  $        6.00        

 Mon @  $        6.00        
 Tues @  $        6.00        
 Wed @  $        6.00        
 Thur @  $        6.00        
        
        

Steak Fry   $      14.00        
 Under 12  $        7.00        
        
        

Junior Night Out      

 Juniors  Free     
        
        

Banquet  
         $     
28.00        

 Under 12 $      10.00        
        
        

 Total      $ 
        
Make Checks Payable to:      
 Lake Fenton Sailing Club     
        
Send To: Marianne Nickels     
 6455 Lahring Rd     
 Holly, MI 48442     

 
 

2008 Rebel Nationals 
Lake Fenton 

Registration Form  
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2008 REBEL JUNIOR NATIONALS                                                                     ENTRY FORM 
LAKE FENTON SAILING CLUB                                                           AGE REQUIREMENTS 
FENTON, MICHIGAN                                                       MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS 
 
 
Skipper _____________________________________ Date of Birth_____________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Crew _____________________________________  Date of Birth______________ 
 
Address _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Crew _____________________________________  Date of Birth ______________ 
 
Address _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sail Number _____________ Hull Color _________Deck Color ___________ 
 
WAIVER OF LIABIITY: By participating in this regatta, I understand that I voluntarily assume and am knowledgeable 
of the risks of sailing and I agree to hold harmless and free of any liability the National Rebel Class Association, LFSC, 
members of these organizations and employees or individuals appointed of volunteering for this regatta, for any damage 
or injury, material or personal, suffered by me during racing or other activities related to this regatta. 
 
Date: ____________________   ____________________________________ 

       SIGNATURE 
      (Parent/Guardian of Junior Skipper) 

Date: ____________________   ____________________________________ 
       SIGNATURE 
      (Parent/Guardian of Junior Skipper) 

Date: ____________________   ____________________________________ 
       SIGNATURE 
      (Parent/Guardian of Junior Skipper) 

 
ELIGIBILITY: Juniors- must not reach their 18th birthday by July 1st, 2008. Skipper must not have skippered 
a Rebel in a previous National Championship Regatta (Senior Nationals). 
 
Skipper must be a member of a family that holds a regular membership in the National Rebel Class Associa-
tion, or a regular crew during the current sailing season for a regular member of the National Rebel Class As-
sociation, or a member of an organization that uses the Rebel sailboat in its program. Any youth sponsored by 
a regular member of the association will also be eligible to skipper in the Junior Nationals within the specified 
age parameters. 
 
Junior participants and their families are encouraged to attend our award banquet on the evening of the last day 
of racing.  The NRCA and the sponsoring fleet are also providing a Junior Evening Out which will provide an 
age appropriate chaperoned evening of entertainment for those attending our annual event.  Please let us know 
if you having non-racing Juniors who might be interested in joining in on this activity.  Activity specifics are 
listed in the schedule of events for the Regatta.  Thank You 
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National Rebel Class Spring Meeting, 2-23-08 
Neil Robb, Dan Hockenberry, Pat Vorel, John Washburn, Dave Nickels, Kevin Nickels, Jack Sanderson, John 
Hudak, Al & Karel Vorel,  Lee and Bruce Nowak, Shannon Shank in attendance. Bob Murray stopped in at 
11:45. 
Commodore, Al Vorel started the meeting at 10:57am 
Quorum of Fleets attending, Grand Rapids, Coldwater, Des Plaines, Clark Lake, Fenton 
National Race Committee for Nationals: Vice Commodore: Dave Nickels-chairman, Dan Hockenberry, Carter 
Neff, Kevin Nickels, Al Vorel and John Hudak. 
 
Nominations for 2008-2009 slate of officers: 
Commodore:  Al Vorel 
Vice Commodore: John Washburn 
Rear Commodore: Bill Selick-Not confirmed 
Secretary: Karel Vorel 
Treasurer: Lee Nowak 
 
Directors-1yr     Directors – 2yr 
John Hudak, Coldwater   Jack Sanderson, Coldwater 
Pat Vorel, Grand Rapids   Dominic DePre, Clark Lake 
Dan Hockenberry, Clark Lake  Shannon Shank, Clark Lake 
 
Fleet Representatives: 
Fenton: Dave Nickels    Roanoke: Lee Shafer 
Clark Lake: Dan Hockenberry  Greenwood Lake:  Bill Selick 
Grand Rapids: Karel Vorel   Coldwater: Jack Sanderson 
DesPlaines: John Washburn   Ohio: Clarence Metzger 
 
Rebel Rabble Editor:  Bruce Nowak 
Measurement Committee: Dan Hockenberry, Neil Robb, Carter Neff 
 
Reports: 
By-laws Committee: 
Issues:  Class Measuring: North sail maker brought up the top of the sail, lengthen the top batten-allowable by 
sail maker.  Also wants to change to a square head at top of sail. Have to check on this; want to talk to Mark 
Quiniff about this change.   Doyle, Quantum, Vermont, North, Shore all make Rebel Sails.  Kevin mentioned 
these changes may not make a difference in the way the boat sails, but may only make sail makers life easier if 
top of sails are more consistent with other makes of sails. 
Youth Committee: 
 Issues: Have not received requests for Scholarships.   Need to forward information criteria to Neil for Web-
site. Scholarships can be used for sailing school or lessons for adults and kids. We need to let local clubs know 
this is available.  Classes don’t need to be using Rebels. 
Membership: We have growth in total membership, several new members in this past winter and fall who have 
purchased used boats-8 new and 3 honorary. 
Lee would like to set up a couple CD’s for scholarship fund.  When people call Lee, he sends an information 
packet with a couple Rebel Rabble issues.  Lee is hoping to be up 10-15 new members by this time next year. 
This year we are up to 148 from 138 last year.  Please promote rebels locally at clubs. Neil and Bruce are coor-
dinating with RR and Website with sales of older boats and parts advertised. Bruce acquired Boat #3 this past 
winter, he wants to use the boat as a marketing boat to take and display. He will be taking to Rockhall to dis-
play this next summer.  As a group we need to try and get local press to come out when we sail and race.    
 

continued next page 
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Spring Meeting Minutes Continued … 
 
The Rebel was not promoted at The Strictly Sail show in Chicago.  Information was available, but Hugh did 
not display due to having other boats there and didn’t want to confuse with other boats there.  Hugh went to 
Strictly Sail and Toronto show this year.  Neil talked to Hugh about boat prices and that prices are ok on the 
web site but we need to check for sure on this.  We need to talk to other fleets about their relationships with 
other boat builders. How builders work w/ different fleets, and what they like and don’t like.  Neil will head up 
committee to talk to about fleets at Clark Lake.  Al will look into same at GR. 
Class measuring:  Already discussed changing main sail.  Need to revisit possibility of putting window in 
main sail.  Discussion followed of this increasing cost of mail sail and that it would be an advantage to those 
who have this window in main sail to see the leech of the sail. 
Rebel Rabble needs more advertising to help defray costs of production 
Bruce would like to increase to 40 pgs.   All agreed the publication looks really good now.  Karel would like 
those submitting pictures to put down who’s in pictures, so that Bruce can label pictures. 
Website: Website had 5000 visits in July and is averaging 3000 per month now. 
Visits are coming from links and search engines (7000) others are from already bookmarked sites.  Homepage 
needs to load quickly Suggested “Why a Rebel” article should be updated.  Neil would like to build new home 
page.  And then send to a number of people to do commentary on what is missing. Jack & Bruce volunteered 
to do commentary.  Karel volunteered Mary, Then Shannon, Dan, Dave Nickels and John Washburn also vol-
unteered. 
Bruce would like to know if people like the racing rules forum. 
He needs some feedback on whether people are using the forum and/or getting any information from this. 
Audit Committee; Al will audit books by Lee 
Trophy Committee: No discussion at this time. 
Class Development: already discussed 
Budget: 
 Need to increase budget for trophies 
Questions on donations to girl scouts a/or boy scouts groups.  We haven’t heard from any of them since last 
year. 
Motion from Neil to approve budget as changed, Bruce seconded, motion approved. 
Motion to adjourn Spring Meeting for lunch by Bruce, seconded by Al, so moved. 
 
Spring Board Meeting of the National Rebel Association  
Al Vorel reconvened meeting at 1:07pm 
Neil motioned to waive the reading of the minutes of the last board meeting, seconded by Bruce, so approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: by Lee Nowak 
Discussed Profit and Loss statement, discussed budget. Audited by Al Vorel and approved. This will be pub-
lished at end of this report or elsewhere in Rebel Rabble. Neil made motion to accept the treasurer’s report, 
Dave seconded, so moved.  Have $10,700 in bank, Lee would like to put $6000 into short term CD’s to build 
scholarship funds.  Al so moved, Neil seconded. Motion passed. 
2008 National Regatta 
Dave and Kevin discussed, will probably have figure eight races with an E/W wind.  N/S winds will probably 
go with Windward/Leeward races.  Nine race schedule with option to go one race ahead if weather is good.  
Monday nights entertainment-Kevin’s, Big Band is 98% locked in (Premier Big Band out of Brighton, MI- 
Director Mary Jones).   Chris Craig will be the head race officer.  They will be using air horns to signal but 
flags are official.  Kevin wanted to know if they could recruit local people from LFSC on call for protest com-
mittee.  We all agreed that was more than OK. 
2009 nationals:   Des Plaines is next in line of list of past regattas. Bruce will publish list as reference when 
listed is compiled. Des Plaines is looking into a number of different venues and will get back to board this 
summer. Suggestion by Jack that we set up regular rotation.     continued next page 



 

15 

Spring Meeting Minutes Continued … 
 
Old Business: None. 
New Business: 
Tax Exemption-IRS wants all Non-profits to file a tax return.  No regulations or due date yet but will be re-
quired this year. When regulations come out Al Vorel will file this form for the NRA 
Decal- 
Dan would like decal redesigned.  He thinks it is difficult to visualize what it is.  Bruce just wants a large decal 
to include rebelsailor.com.  Dan will look into school graphic design program to come up w/ designs. 
 
Dan made motion to adjourn, Kevin seconded motion, approved. 
 

General Membership meeting of NRCA, 
Bruce moved to waive the reading of the minutes of the board, John Hudak seconded, approved 
Musselman Award: Al will get together with executive committee to vote prior to nationals and will be 
awarded at Nationals. 
 
Motion to adjourn General membership meeting by Bruce, Lee seconded, approved motion.  Meeting ad-
journed at 1:52pm            RRR 

Year Active Associate Honorary Designer Total 
1992 140 36 1 1 178 
1993 144 31 2 1 178 
1994 140 32 2 1 175 
1995 128 42 2 1 173 
1996 130 41 2 1 174 
1997 129 42 2 1 174 
1998 133 40 2 1 176 
1999 137 54 2 1 194 
2000 139 41 2 1 183 
2001 139 38 2 1 180 
2002 132 45 2 1 180 
2003 114 61 2 1 178 
2004 104 58 3 1 166 
2005 97 47 3 1 148 
2006 84 50 3 1 138 
2007 92 52 3 1 148 

Membership Report 
by Lee Nowak 
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 NRCA 2007 Actual vs. Budget and 2008 Proposed Budg et    
      
INCOME 2007 Actual 2007 Budget Difference Changes 2008 Budget 
      

400-Dues-Active Members 2,760.00 2,790.00 -30.00  2,790.00 

401-Dues-Associate Members 780 660 120.00 120 780 

410-Advertising Revenues 25 150 -125.00  150 

415-Royaltys-Sail @ $10 180 150 30.00  150 

416-Royalties-Boat @ $25 0 0 0.00  0 

430-Trophy Fees-Nationals 1200 550 650.00  550 

480-Interest Income 0 0 0.00  0 

490-Contributions-Members 655 500 155.00 55 555 

492-Contributions-Fleets 0 0 0.00  0 
 ------------ ------------ ------------  ------------ 

TOTAL INCOME 5,600.00 4,800.00 800.00 175 4,975.00 
      

EXPENSES      
      

500-Scholarships 0 300 -300.00  300 

501-Donations by NRCA 300 300 0.00  300 

509-Rabble Editor Expenses 0 100 -100.00  100 

510-Rebel Rabble-Postage 214.76 400 -185.24  400 

511-Rebel Rabble-Printing 1243 1,500.00 -257.00 -100 1400 

520-Members Roster-Printing 0 40 -40.00  40 

521-Printing-Constitution, Bylaw 0 0 0.00  0 

530-Class Development 675 750 -75.00  750 

550-Nationals-Trophy Expense 660 550 110.00 150 700 

554-Junior Nationals-Trophies 200 200 0.00 25 225 

555-Junior Nationals-Other Expense 79.8 100 -20.20  100 

566-Postage-Treasurer 105.31 300 -194.69  300 

567-Printing & Supplies-Treasurer 148.61 150 -1.39  150 

568-Telephone-Treasurer 0 10 -10.00  10 

571-Rebel Decal Expense 0 0 0.00  0 

586-Dues to US Sailing 0 100 -100.00 100 200 
      
 ------------ ------------ ------------  ------------ 

TOTAL EXPENSES 3626.48 4,800.00 -1,173.52 175 4975 
      

 ------------ ------------ ------------   

OVERALL TOTAL 1,973.52  1,973.52   
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Visit the Rebel WebsiteVisit the Rebel Website  
http://www.rebelsailor.comhttp://www.rebelsailor.com  

Rebel 1654 
A Mark II is for sale  

 
Ben Graziani 

(513) 871 1864 
Boat, Sails and Trailer  

JOIN the FUN 
Post your decision on our Racing Rules Forum 

www.Rebelsailor.com 

2007 Junior Nationals on Greenwood Lake 
Junior Registration form is located on page 12 
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Advertising Rates 
Includes Internet Listing 

 

Issues  1 2 3 4 
 

Cost 
Full Page $100.00 190. 270. 340. 
Half Page     50.00   90. 135. 170. 
1/4 Page     25.00   47. 67.5  85. 
1/8 Page     15.00   28. 40.5  51. 
 
   Business Cards Ads for NRCA members will be placed in 
four issues at a cost of $25.00.  NRCA members only may 
advertise to sell their boats and sails at no cost.  Other items 
for sale by NRCA members is $0.15 per word.  Non-NRCA 
members may also advertise their boats, sails and other 
boating items at a cost of $0.25 per word. 
   Advertisements are solicited for placement according to 
the rates published in the Rabble. 
   Advertisements will be run and placed on the internet 
when payment and copy is received. 
   No Advertisements will be placed on the Rebel website, 
http://www.rebelsailor.com, without a corresponding ad in 
the Rebel Rabble.  Visit our advertisers, buy a new boat. 

Advertisers Invited  
 
Members and non-members alike can support 
NRCA by advertising their products and/or 
services in the Rebel Rabble. Let us know 
about your business and support the NCRA at 
the same time.  The cost for a business card 
size ad is $25.00 for four issues. For larger 
display ads, a complete list of advertising op-
tions and rates can be found on the back page 
of this issue. Members can advertise their 
boats and sails for sale at no cost.  Advertis-
ing as well as editorial copy deadlines for 
each issue follow below.   
 
Next Issues and Deadlines: 
 

 Issue    Deadline 
January 1   December 1 
April 1    March 15 
June 1    May 15 
September 1   August 15 

 

Grand Rapids Invitational  
June 14th & 15th 2008 

vklvet@netserve.net 
 

Rock Hall One-Design Regatta 
June 21st &22nd, 2008 

 

Rebel Nationals 
July 13th - 17th, 2008 
Lake Fenton, Michigan 

 

Des Plaines Invitational 
August 9th & 10th 2008 
phil.faulkner@sbcglobal.net  

 

Tim Dowling Memorial Regatta 
CLYC September 20th & 21st 2007 

b1now@juno.com 
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These pictures are from a Ray Green brochure from the early 1970’s.  The Rebel 
Standard is now known as the Mark I.  Brochure provided by Bob Murray, GRYC. 
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National Rebel Class Association 
Bruce LJJ Nowak, Editor 
b1now@juno.com 
PO Box 4114 
Jackson, MI 49204-4114 
 
 
Change Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On the Web at http://www.rebelsailor.com Race, Relax in a Rebel 

From the Ray Greene 
Mark I to the 

Dave Nickels Mark V  
Rebels Remain  

Competitive 
 

Join Us Now 

   

Rebel Nationals July 12th Rebel Nationals July 12th Rebel Nationals July 12th --- 17th, 2008 17th, 2008 17th, 2008   
Lake Fenton Sailing Club, Fenton MichiganLake Fenton Sailing Club, Fenton MichiganLake Fenton Sailing Club, Fenton Michigan   

Easy Info atEasy Info atEasy Info at   
http://www.rebelsailor.com http://www.rebelsailor.com http://www.rebelsailor.com or http://www.gfn.org/lfsc/ http://www.gfn.org/lfsc/ http://www.gfn.org/lfsc/   


