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Labour-o-Love 
 

60 years is quite an accomplishment for a boat that 
many of the “woodie” sailors scoffed at back in the 
day.  This  short story is about our Rebel that stands 
witness to the ingenuity of Ray Greene.  In particular 
this tale comes from the notes of Clark Teal who, with 
the help of Dennis Dieball, restored Rebel #3 that was 
originally built for Paul Garty in 1947.  A bit of a 
warning, as this story unfolds you’ll find unsightly 
pictures of a boat in an awful state.  You see Clark, 
Dennis and Paul (as were Ray and Paul) were good 
friends as well as sailors, and despite Clark’s pleas to 
buy the boat, Paul insisted that he would restore the 
boat someday soon.  Time has away of catching up on 
all of us, so Paul left Rebel 3 to Clark in his will. 
 The Rebel journey begins, according to Pete 
Smyth (Trade Only, October 1991, pp54-5), in 1931 
when Ray Greene started building Snipes to pay his 
way through college.  Ray also spent a lot of time 
making models and very small dinghies out of all 

types of materials.  As he had access to the equipment 
necessary to “cure” the “plastics” of that time he even 
produced small boats using “melamine and urea resins 
with ordinary cloth reinforcement.”  And in 1937 his 
senior thesis at Ohio State University was “Choosing 

Plastics for Large Objects”.  
Ray Green built the “worlds 
first fiberglass boat” in 1942 
according to Smyth. 
 Smyth’s article also 
provides great detail on the 
evolution of the fiberglass that 
we so causally take for 
granted.  In addition to prob-
lems with curing time, “if it 
cured at all,” there is even a 
tale of the compound explod-
ing.  In fact, Gelcoat did not 

On its home made trailer, Rebel 3, named KG for Paul’s wife Katherine, rides in style behind 
the family automobile.  Like the durable boat the trailer also made it to the 21st Century. 

Rebel 3 sailing with the cat-rig option.  Only the first ten Rebels 
had 2 mast-steps to accommodate both the cat and sloop rigs. 

June  2008 

[continued next column]  
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...arrive until 1955. So the original manufacturing 
processes are nothing like what happens today. 
 The first 10 Rebels were made in a ‘male’ 
mold, according to Ray’s production manager Bob 
Ellison.  As there were no parting agents or gelcoats it 
looks as if wax paper may have been used to keep the 
hull and mold from adhering together.  This meant that 
while the floor of the boat was nice and smooth, the 
hull wasn’t!  After the first ten were built, a female 
mold was built and the sloop rig became the standard 
despite Ray Greene’s partiality to the cat rig. 
 When Clark inherited Rebel 3, the boat still 
had 3 five-gallon WWII gerry cans under the fore and 
aft decks as that was standard flotation.  He also re-
ceived the early cotton sails for both the cat and sloop 
rigs as well as 1958 vintage Dacron suit of sails.  All 
of the sails were made by a company called Southern.  
All the standing and running rigging were original ex-
cepting that the boom had been shortened as the first 
10 boats had booms to hold the longer cat sail.  Paul 

even saved that boom piece for posterity as well. 
 As the following 4 pictures illustrate, the boat 

was quite a bit worse for wear, needing a lot  of work 

to restore.  The refurbishing had to wait while Clark 
and family finished the transition from marina owners 
to retirement. Once ready, the hull was taken to Die-

ball Boat Works where Dennis Dieball (below) began 
what can only be understood as a labor of love.   

 [continued on the next column] 
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From Clark’s notes, the structural repair included the 
complete removal of the keelson and centerboard 
trunk so that new ones could be installed (top right 
picture and below).  Not shown in any of these pic-
tures are the new alder deck supports that were made 
and glassed in with epoxy.  The entire deck covering 

had to be replaced.  And, as shown above, below and 

directly across the new decking was trimmed with ma-

hogany after the epoxy was applied.             [next column] 

Comparing the repaired bow and the original damaged 

bow, it is little wonder that Clark (shown below) was 
all smiles when he stopped by to give Dennis a hand 
with the structural repair.  The final bit of work that 
had to be done in the phase was the floor which in-
cluded repairing the original wood to a luster it had 
not seen in many years.  The next phase of    [next page] 
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project was the refurbishing of the hull by Clark him-
self.  The entire hull first had to be stripped.  In the 

first picture to 
the left, we can 
see that the 
first layers had 
been removed 
but we still had 
the two colours 
marking the 
waterline.  In 
the picture be-
low that col-
ouring has 
been com-
pletely re-

moved so that the hull might be coated with epoxy as 

shown in the bottom picture left and then faired Inter-
lux Water-Tite as seen in the upper right hand corner.  
Recalling that a male mold was originally used to 

build the boat the fairing process was quite complex as 
the surface was not at all smooth. 

[next column] 

Completing the hull refurbish, Clark used a Liner Ure-
thane paint as shown below.  Remembering that no gel 
coats were originally used as they were not available 
in 1947, it was necessary to seal the hull to prevent 

further water damage from occurring.   With the hull 
done, Clark had to delay the final phase of the refur-
bish as the Lighthouse Marina was now someone 
else's joy.  As shown below, Rebel 3 is rolled out on 

its original trailer for the ride home.          [ page 21] 
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Anniversary: As hard as it is to believe we are in our 60th 
year of Rebel sailing.  What a great and wonderful run it 
has been, and we are looking forward to doubling the mark. 
While I won’t be around for the 120th anniversary, we plan 
on making sure that Rebel 3 is in good hands for that cele-
bration.  We’ve also hit a great find in old Ray Greene 
documents as drawing of a 1.5 may be found on page 22, 
while a Mark II is roaring out of Toledo Harbor on page 23.  
And, a huge thank you goes to James Schultz  for that 
1970’s Rebel Brochure.   Fleet Captains—now hear this– 
send your weekly racing results to Neil and I so we may 
post this information on our web site and in the e-Rabble.  
Your cooperation is required and appreciated.  Oh yea 
National Dues are Due.  Please Pay ’em.   Bruce 

Visit the Rebel Website 
http://www.rebelsailor.com 

 
Obtain a copy of the Constitution 

       www.rebelsailor.com/constitutnbylaws.7.15.2002.pdf  
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COMMODORE’S CORNER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fenton Beckons, as does demand for boats 
 

Welcome to summer and the sailing season has begun. 
We’ve already had some drifters but mostly we have 
been blown off the lake. Last year Grand Rapids added 
three new members to our fleet, two of which are out 
racing this year It is hard to believe that next weekend 
is our regatta at Reeds Lake. (Actually by the time you 
read this column, the event will be over - btw I won.) 
Thanks to all the participants I know we all had a good 
time. This time warp is a little difficult plus this article 
is late, anyway back to the future. 
 
It has come to my attention that more and more people 
are looking for Rebels. If you see an ad for one please 
spread the word. I think it was May 31st or June 1st we 
were sitting on the deck at GRYC and Ed Cox men-
tioned seeing a Rebel for sale in the GR Press bargain 
corner. Well there had been a couple at the club look-
ing for a boat at the Club open house just the day be-
fore. Phone calls were made, plans arranged, member-
ship was applied for and approved Monday night, the 
boat picked up Tuesday, new lines installed, and the 
first sail was Saturday morning June 7. This was fast 
but two years in the making. Let me explain. 
 
Steve and Pam, our new members, took an adult sailing 
class at GRYC two years ago. Since then they have 
been thinking about sailing more and began looking for  

continued next column 

continued from previous column 
 

...a boat.  GRYC sailing school uses the Butterfly to 
teach sailing, which as many of you know is not a 
comfortable boat for most adults, but for the last 
class we try to get members to take these beginners 
out on, and let them drive the other class boats at the 
Club. Steve and Pam tried a Rebel in class and of the 
boats sailed at GRYC preferred the Rebel. OK two 
years pass, Ed sees an ad BANG they are boat own-
ers. We now have to teach them to sail their new 
boat but we have them hooked so far. 
 
Their boat is a 1981 Spindrift carefully maintained 
by John Young previously of Springfield, Illinois, 
now of South Haven, MI. Basic rigging, new sails 
by Spindrift), new cover (still in the shipping box), 
an owners manual ( which we will get scanned and 
uploaded to the website) and a trailer. Everything 
had been in storage (inside) for 10 to 15 years. This 
is a really nice boat. 
 
Steve and Pam came to sailing and GRYC by way of 
our adult sailing lessons. Last summer New Jersey 
did a sailing class for juniors just before nationals 
and had a great turnout. All our clubs should be of-
fering some sort of lessons or learn to sail event and 
if your club does have lessons do the students get to 
sail a Rebel. You can help your fleet and your class 
by offering your time and equipment.   
 
Now how to get them to Fenton…. 

Al      

 

NICKELS BOAT 
WORKS 

 
187 Tower Street 
Flint, MI 48503 

Phone: 810 767-4050 
Fax: 810 767-4060 

Email: hugh@nickelsboats.com 
 

New Rebels, Boat Repairs and Parts 
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2. Notices to Competitors. Notices to competitors will be posted on the official notice board located on the win-

dow next to the east basement door entrance of the Lake Fenton Sailing Club.  

3. Changes to Sailing Instructions.  
 3.1  Changes to the sailing instructions will be posted by 0830 on the day it will take effect,  

except:  
 a:  Changes to the schedule of races will be posted by 1900 on the day it will take effect, or  

as soon as possible after the National Race Committee determines that a change has become 
necessary or desirable.  

 b:  Changes in the Sailing Instructions on Monday July 14, 2008 will be posted as soon as  
possible after the conclusion of the skippers meeting.  

4. Signals Made Ashore.  
 4.1  Signals made ashore will be made from the LFSC committee boat dock  
 4.2  When the AP (Postponement) is displayed on shore, "The warning signal will not be  

made less than thirty minutes after removal".  
 4.3  Code flag "L" with a single horn means that a notice to competitors has been posted.  

5. Schedule of Races.  
 5.1  5 Junior Races are scheduled as follows:  
  7/13  Jr Race 1  Sunday, 1300  
   Jr Race 2  Sunday, Back to back  
   Jr Race 3  Sunday, If practicable  
  7/14  Jr Race 4  Monday, 0930  
   Jr Race 5  Monday, Back to back  

9 Senior Races are scheduled as follows:  
   Sr Race 1  Monday, 1300  
   Sr Race 2  Monday, Back to back  
  7/15  Sr Race 3  Tuesday, 1000  
   Sr Race 4  Tuesday, 1300  
   Sr Race5  Tuesday, Back to back  
  7/16  Sr Race 6  Wednesday, 1000  
   Sr Race 7  Wednesday, 1300  
   Sr Race 8  Wednesday, Back to back  
  7/17  Sr Race 9  Thursday, 1000  
 5.2  One extra race per day may be sailed, provided that the series is no more than one race  

ahead of schedule.  
 5.3  On the last day of the regatta no warning signal will be made after 1:00 PM  

2008 Rebel National Championship Regatta July 12 -17, 2008  
Lake Fenton Sailing Club Fenton, MI  

Sailing Instructions  

1. Rules The regatta will be governed by the 'rules' as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing, and by-laws  of the 
National Rebel Class Association except as they may be changed herein.  
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11.2 The starting line will be between a staff displaying the RC flag on the race committee boat and the 
port end starting mark, which will become a mark of the course.  

11.3 Recalls will be signaled in accordance with rule 29.  
 

12. Change of the Position of the Next Mark.  

6. Class Flag.  
The class flag will be a red R on a white background.  

7. Racing Areas.  
The racing area will be on Lake Fenton in the vicinity of the LFSC.  

8. The Courses.  
 8.1  The Junior Championship Courses will be set in front of the clubhouse as illustrated on  

an attached Sheet.  
 8.2  The course will be displayed on the side or the committee boat using the number system  

shown on the attached sheet.  
 8.3  If a windward-leeward course is used, it will start at the leeward mark and finish at the  

windward mark. Marks will be turned to port and no gates will be set.  

9. Marks. 9.1  9.2   

Marks will be 30" x 30" orange flags mounted on floating staff.  
New Marks, as provided in instruction 11.1, will be 30" x 30" yellow flags mounted on floating staffs.  

10. Prior to the Warning Signal  
Prior to the warning signal of each race, each competitor shall sail past the committee boat on starboard tack and 
hail her number until acknowledged by the race committee. Competitors failing to check in will be notified, and sub-
sequent failures may result in a score of DNS  

11. The Start.  
11.1 The Races will be started using rule 26 with the warning signal 5 minutes before the starting signal. There will also be a 

sound only signal at 6 minutes before the start.  

The following is an example of the starting sequence:  
 Signal  Flag and Sound  

Minutes before Starting Signal  

--------------------------------------------------- ----
-------------------------------------------------  

Attention   1 Sound 6 Minutes 

Warning Class Flag 1 Sound 5 Minutes 

Preparatory P (or I) Flag 1 Sound 4 Minutes 

One Minute P Flag removed 1 Long Sound 1 Minute 

Start Class Flag removed 1 Sound 0 
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18. Safety Regulations.  

18.1 Junior National Championship Competitors shall wear personal flotation devices at all times on the 
water during the Junior National Championship series.  

18.2 A boat that retires from a race shall notify the race committee or support boat as soon as possible.  

19. Replacement of Crew or Equipment.  
19.1 The number and personnel of the crew must remain the same throughout the regatta, except that the 

skipper may alternate crew, while maintaining the same number, by  
 

When changing the course after the start, the race committee will lay a new mark and lift the original mark as soon 
as practicable. The change will be signaled before the leading boat has begun the leg, although the mark may not yet 
be in the new position. Any mark to be rounded after rounding the new mark may be relocated without further sig-
naling to maintain the course configuration. When in a subsequent change a new mark is replaced, it will be replaced 
by the original mark.  

13. The Finish.  
The finish line will be between a staff displaying the RC flag on the race committee boat and the last mark of the 
course.  

14. Penalty System.  
14.1 Penalties as provided in rule 44.1. 14.2 No scoring penalty 
will be used.  

15. Time limit.  
15.1 The time limit will be 1 hour and 45 minutes.  
15.2 If no boat has passed mark 1 within 30 minutes, the race will be abandoned.  
15.3 Boats failing to finish within 45 minutes after the first boat sails the course and finishes or the time limit shall be scored 

Did Not Finish. This changes rules 3.5 and A4.1  

16. Protests and Requests for Redress.  
16.1 Protest forms are available at the LFSC. Protests shall be delivered there within 1 hour of the committee boat's docking 

at the end of the races for the day. The docking time will be posted.  
16.2 The protest committee will hear protests as soon as possible in approximately the order they are received.  
16.3 Notices will be posted within 30 minutes of the protest time limit to inform competitors of the hearing in which they are 

parties or named as witnesses.  

17. Scoring. 17.1  

17.2 17.3  

The Low Point scoring system of Appendix A will apply, except that boat scored DNF or RAP will score the number of boats start-
ing that race plus one. This changes rule A4.2.  
Two races are required to be completed to constitute a series.  
A boat's series score will be the total of her race scores. All results are unofficial until certified by the National Race Comm
all races have not been started by 1305 on Thursday July 17, the series will be considered terminated and the races official sco
will determine the final standings.  
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filing the names and specific races they will sail with the National Race Committee three (3) hours 
prior to the start of the first race. In case of an emergency, a skipper may request permission for a 
crew change from the National Race Committee.  

20. Prizes.  
Prizes will be awarded to helmsmen and crew placing first through sixth in the regatta. Perpetual 
Trophies and Commodore's Trophies will be awarded as appropriate  

21. Disclaimer of Liability.  
Competitors participate in the regatta entirely at their own risk. See Rule 4. Decision to Race. The 
organizing authority will not accept any liability for material damage or personal injury or death 
sustained in conjunction with or prior to, during, or after the regatta.  

RRR 
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 Places to Stay  
 

1  
Holiday Inn Express  

17800 Silver Pky  
Fenton,M148430  

877-865-6581  

2   
Comfort Inn & Suites  

9040 N Holly Rd  
Grand Blanc, MI48439  

810-694-0000  

3   
Holiday Inn Express  
3405 Regency Pk Dr  

Grand,Blanc, MI 48439  
877-965-6581  

4  

Days Inn  

2207 W Bristol Rd  

Flint, MI 48507  

810-239-4681  

5  

Americlnn Motel & Suites  

6075 Hill 23 Dr  

Flint, MI 48507 

800-396-5007  

6  
Holiday Inn  

5353 Gateway Centre  
Flint, MI 48507  
800-315-2621  

7  

Residence Inn - Marriott  

2202 W Hill Rd  

Flint, MI 48507  

810-424-7000  

8 

Super 8 Motel 

3303 Claude Ave 

Flint, MI 48507 

810-230-7810  

9  

Red Roof Inn   

G3219 Miller Rd  

Flint, MI48507  

810-733-1660  

10  

Comfort Inn  

2361 Austin Pky  

Flint, MI 48507  

810-232-4222  

11  

Motel 6  

2324 Austin Pky  

Flint, MI 48507  

810-767-7100  

12  

Sleep Inn  

2325 Austin Pky  

Flint, MI 48507 

810-232-7777  

 

Camping map on-line www.rebelsailor.com 
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2008 Rebel National Championship Regatta 

July 12 - 17, 2008 
Lake Fenton Sailing Club 

Fenton, MI 
 
 
This event is set up for family fun! The junior races will be directly in front of the club. In 
years past there were cheering sections for the junior competitors. 
 
Tentative Schedule (as approved at the 2008 Spring Meeting): 
  

Saturday July 12   12:00 PM - 5:00 PM Measuring 
  
 Sunday July 13 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM Measuring 
     1:00 PM Junior Racing 
     6:00 PM Welcoming Party at LFSC 
  
 Monday July 14 Last Measuring - Cut-Off - 9:30 AM 
     9:30 AM Junior Racing 
     1:00 PM Senior Rebel Nationals Begin - Races 1 & 2 
     6:30 PM Steak Fry and Entertainment 
      Featuring: The Premiere Big Band 
  
 Tuesday July 15 10:00 AM Race 3 
     1:00 PM Races 4 & 5 
     Free Evening 
  
 Wednesday July 16 10:00 AM Race 6 
     1:00 PM Races 7 & 8 
     7:30 PM Junior - Miniature Golf and    
            Ice-cream Sundae Party 
  
 Thursday July 17 10:00 AM Race 9 
     5:00 PM Banquet 
 
This event is being organized by Marianne and Kevin Nickels with help from the whole Nick-
els family and many friends. Our intent is to have a very good time! We understand that our 
two previous Rebel Nationals here were just great: so please come and join the fun!! 
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Name           Boat No   

Address               
City       State   Zip   

Crew           
        

Early Registration   $    125.00      

After June 15th   $    135.00       
        
        

Lunches    Qty   

 Sun @  $        6.00        

 Mon @  $        6.00        
 Tues @  $        6.00        
 Wed @  $        6.00        
 Thur @  $        6.00        
        
        

Steak Fry   $      14.00        
 Under 12  $        7.00        
        
        

Junior Night Out      

 Juniors  Free     
        
        

Banquet  
         $     
28.00        

 Under 12 $      10.00        
        
        

 Total      $ 
        
Make Checks Payable to:      
 Lake Fenton Sailing Club     
        
Send To: Marianne Nickels     
 6455 Lahring Rd     
 Holly, MI 48442     

 
 

2008 Rebel Nationals 
Lake Fenton 

Registration Form  
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2008 REBEL JUNIOR NATIONALS                                                                     ENTRY FORM 
LAKE FENTON SAILING CLUB                                                           AGE REQUIREMENTS 
FENTON, MICHIGAN                                                       MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS 
 
 
Skipper _____________________________________ Date of Birth_____________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Crew _____________________________________  Date of Birth______________ 
 
Address _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Crew _____________________________________  Date of Birth ______________ 
 
Address _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sail Number _____________ Hull Color _________Deck Color ___________ 
 
WAIVER OF LIABIITY: By participating in this regatta, I understand that I voluntarily assume and am knowledgeable 
of the risks of sailing and I agree to hold harmless and free of any liability the National Rebel Class Association, LFSC, 
members of these organizations and employees or individuals appointed of volunteering for this regatta, for any damage 
or injury, material or personal, suffered by me during racing or other activities related to this regatta. 
 
Date: ____________________   ____________________________________ 

       SIGNATURE 
      (Parent/Guardian of Junior Skipper) 

Date: ____________________   ____________________________________ 
       SIGNATURE 
      (Parent/Guardian of Junior Skipper) 

Date: ____________________   ____________________________________ 
       SIGNATURE 
      (Parent/Guardian of Junior Skipper) 

 
ELIGIBILITY: Juniors- must not reach their 18th birthday by July 1st, 2008. Skipper must not have skippered 
a Rebel in a previous National Championship Regatta (Senior Nationals). 
 
Skipper must be a member of a family that holds a regular membership in the National Rebel Class Associa-
tion, or a regular crew during the current sailing season for a regular member of the National Rebel Class As-
sociation, or a member of an organization that uses the Rebel sailboat in its program. Any youth sponsored by 
a regular member of the association will also be eligible to skipper in the Junior Nationals within the specified 
age parameters. 
 
Junior participants and their families are encouraged to attend our award banquet on the evening of the last day 
of racing.  The NRCA and the sponsoring fleet are also providing a Junior Evening Out which will provide an 
age appropriate chaperoned evening of entertainment for those attending our annual event.  Please let us know 
if you having non-racing Juniors who might be interested in joining in on this activity.  Activity specifics are 
listed in the schedule of events for the Regatta.  Thank You 
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After decades of use, some of the original masts have 
developed stress fractures.  Most of these stress frac-
tures occur near the step of the mast where the lower 
main & jib pulleys were inserted.  In addition to the 
combination of age and use, these stress fractures have 
arisen because part of the lower mast had to be cut 
away to make room for the pulleys. 

As shown in the picture series A the cut away for this 
repair is partial even though many are completely cut 
away down ward to the mast step.  The complete cut 
away tends to have stress fractures that run near the 
lower bolt spreader.  And, while one would think that 
the partial cut away should be stronger, the stress frac-
tures seem to develop above & below the pulleys.   

Continued next column 

The last bit of information that is in evidenced in our 
cut away pictures is that the hot weld will NOT hold.  
That the weld will fail before the surrounding metal 
did came as a bit of a surprise as a good weld should 
be stronger than the adjacent metal.  Well we might 
have 4 poor welds; the failure is most likely related to 
the twisting stresses arising from the mast, boom and 
vang triangle.  None the less, we are left with the prob-
lem of repair. 
 
Of course the easiest repair would be to scrap the old 
mast and simply purchase a new one from our friends 
at Nickels Boat Works.  For the Rebel sailor that ap-
proach lacks the flair for ingenuity that we all have.  
So far our collective ingenuity has provided us with 3 
repair models:  1) cut-replace-rivet; 2) enclose hot-
weld; and 3) sleeve over cold-weld. 

 
The cut-replace-rivet was commissioned by Russ 
Brandt well over two decades ago.  Done in a metal 
working shop the damaged section was cut-away and 
replaced.  The pieces were joined with an insert that 
runs the length of the riveted mast shown in picture 
 

Continued next page 

Repairing Stress Fractures in the  
Old Mast Extrusions 

A 

A 

B 



 

16 

...Mast Repair continued 
 

picture series B.  Given that the repair has been used 
in racing for over 20 years, it certainly is a good one.  

Like our first model, the enclose hot-weld method also 
necessitates the use of external halyards when com-
plete.  Developed by Stan Krajewski for use on his 
grand-daughter Shannon’s boat, the repair enclosed 
the cut away with a mast section from the step to a 
point 4 inches above the highest stress fracture.  As 
shown in picture series C, the hot weld fuses the two 
pieces together ensuring that the twisting stresses will 
not cause further damage.  

My Dad, Lee Nowak, and I decided that we did not 
want to fully enclose the cut away on a pair of our 
older masts as we wanted internal halyards. Further, 
we were concerned that the hot-weld would reduce 
 

continued next column 

B 

C 

and close the size of the opening as it did to Shannon’s 
mast.  So we thought that a sleeve over the fractures 
should work as well as a sleeve over the bend in a 
straightened mooring post as shown in series D. 
The inherent risk with such a repair is the transfer of 

the stress forces to a point above or below the existing 
weakened metal.  As such and since we were not com-
pletely enclosing the cut away, we had to make sure 
that we could obtain an adhesion level comparable to 
both of the methods already discussed. 

The fist step in our method was to rivet the four cor-
ners of the sleeve to the mast using 3/16 stainless steel 
rivets.  While it was easy enough to obtain the rivets, 
it was a bit more difficult to find a rivet gun that was 
recommended for use with these rivets.  After a couple 
of failed attempts the best we could locate was a gun 
 

continued next page 

D 
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...Mast Repair continued 
 

that was recommended for the same size steel rivets.  
With the hardware’s promise of an easy return policy 
on this probably broken tool, the only risk was another 
4-dollar gallon of gas.  While we did not break the 
rivet gun in 4 tries and obtained proper expansion, we 
had to use a Dremel tool to remove the loading stem 
as they would not pop off. 

For the cold weld, we used JB Weld,.  JB Weld 
worked really well as it filled the gaps between the 
two pieces very easily.  As the gap was fairly wide, JB 

weld was applied 3 times.  Twice after the sun had 
warmed the mast, and once when it was left in the 
shade.  The warmer mast allowed the material to pour  
between the two pieces smoothly, while the cooler 
temperature helped with blending the pieces. 
 

RRR 

D 

Many questions on Restoring a 1.5  

  One of the cooler parts of the Editor’s job is getting 
to chat with a bunch of folks around the country who 
have an older Rebel that needs some TLC.  In the last 
couple of weeks a few folks have rung us up with 
some very specific questions about their boats. 
 
To start, Cliff Dickinson has a 1.5 that has some prob-
lems that might be best described by photograph.  As 
shown below, Cliff was wondering if he would be able 

to finish what time has begun so that he could move 
the seats forward in the cockpit?  As we can see from 
a picture of Bill Rollin’s 1.5 at CLYC the seats are 
only useful for the skipper if one is concerned with 
properly balancing your weight fore and aft.  Although 

your editor does not see problems, you can e-mail 
Cliff at wphcinc@consolidated.net with your ideas.   

continue next page 
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From the Ray Greene 
Mark I to the 

Dave Nickels Mark V  
Rebels Remain  

Competitive 
 

Join Us Now 

 
Also Cliff had some questions about how to move the 
jib sheets inside and the following picture was sent to 

him. If you some other ideas then send to the both of 
us.  Cliff also had some questions about the history of 
the boat.  And with the help of Mark Quiniff this is 
what we know: 
 

“For reasons that a technologically challenged individ-
ual like me can't understand, I did not receive the 
name of the individual who e-mailed you. Without any 
additional information, I assume the boat in question 
belonged to Doug Slater.   He owned Rebel 1284, 
which was, as I recall a Standard (Mark I).  Otherwise 
it was a Standard with seats (Mark 1 1/2).  This boat 
would have been manufactured in the early to mid 
50's.  When I last saw the boat years ago, it was 
painted the Rebel light green on the deck, almost a 
mint green color with a white hull.  I do not know if 

continued next column 

Many questions on Restoring a 1.5  
continued 

… this was the original color.  
 
The other possibility is Duane Slater's boat which I 
thought he still owns. It is Rebel 2563, a Standard 
(Mark I) this is one of the boats that had the foam un-
der the floorboards and Duane had to remove it all.  
This boat has a medium green gel coat deck (much 
darker than the mint green and much lighter than 
yours and obviously quite faded now) and white hull.  
I always wondered if Duane had a custom color as I do 
not recall ever seeing another Rebel in the same color. 
This boat was built in late1965 or in 1966.  I am miss-
ing the 1966 National Regatta issue to confirm this for 
sure, but the newest boat at the 1965 Nationals was 
2500 and the newest at the 1967 Nationals was 2818.  
Duane sailed 2583 at the 1967 Nationals.  

Duane and Pat and Doug and Cathy are all well at Is-
land Bay, at least as of last Christmastime… Mark”. 
Thanks for the most excellent research Mark.   

We also received a email from Tim McKinney of who 
wrote:  “I was just given a '74 Rebel, seems like a 
great boat for Seneca Lake (western NY) but I do not 
think it is rigged correctly.  I am wondering specifi-
cally about the proper rig for the main sheet.  Can you 
point me towards a diagram or photo?”  Well it just so 
happens that we sent Tim the same picture that we 
sent Cliff.  (Yes, I live by the k.i.s.s. principle)  As 
there away multiple ways to rig the main sheet other 
than this ole-standard, please send Tim your ideas at: 
vtffingerlakes@twcny.rr.com.   

Also please welcome Ken Burwood of Oakland Maine 
who is the new owner of Rebel 2159.  Please copy 
Ken at: ktburnwwod19@verizon.net with your idea as 
well as his questions are very similar.   RRR 
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  Griener SailsGriener Sails  
Used 4Used 4--times Boat donated to GA BSCAtimes Boat donated to GA BSCA  
Rob Hamilton jarohamilton@yahoo.com  

$550, plus shipping  

Rebel 1654 
A Mark II is for sale  

 
Ben Graziani 

(513) 871 1864 
Boat, Sails and Trailer  

JOIN the FUN 
Post your decision on our Racing Rules Forum 

www.Rebelsailor.com 

2007 Junior Nationals on Greenwood Lake 
Junior Registration form is located on page 12 
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Advertising Rates 
Includes Internet Listing 

 

Issues  1 2 3 4 
 

Cost 
Full Page $100.00 190. 270. 340. 
Half Page     50.00   90. 135. 170. 
1/4 Page     25.00   47. 67.5  85. 
1/8 Page     15.00   28. 40.5  51. 
 
   Business Cards Ads for NRCA members will be placed in 
four issues at a cost of $25.00.  NRCA members only may 
advertise to sell their boats and sails at no cost.  Other items 
for sale by NRCA members is $0.15 per word.  Non-NRCA 
members may also advertise their boats, sails and other 
boating items at a cost of $0.25 per word. 
   Advertisements are solicited for placement according to 
the rates published in the Rabble. 
   Advertisements will be run and placed on the internet 
when payment and copy is received. 
   No Advertisements will be placed on the Rebel website, 
http://www.rebelsailor.com, without a corresponding ad in 
the Rebel Rabble.  Visit our advertisers, buy a new boat. 

Advertisers Invited  
 
Members and non-members alike can support 
NRCA by advertising their products and/or 
services in the Rebel Rabble. Let us know 
about your business and support the NCRA at 
the same time.  The cost for a business card 
size ad is $25.00 for four issues. For larger 
display ads, a complete list of advertising op-
tions and rates can be found on the back page 
of this issue. Members can advertise their 
boats and sails for sale at no cost.  Advertis-
ing as well as editorial copy deadlines for 
each issue follow below.   
 
Next Issues and Deadlines: 
 

 Issue    Deadline 
January 1   December 1 
April 1    March 15 
June 15    June 1 
September 1   August 15 

 

Grand Rapids Invitational  
June 14th & 15th 2008 

vklvet@netserve.net 
 

Rock Hall One-Design Regatta 
June 21st &22nd, 2008 

 

Rebel Nationals 
July 13th - 17th, 2008 
Lake Fenton, Michigan 

 

Des Plaines Invitational 
August 9th & 10th 2008 
phil.faulkner@sbcglobal.net  

 

Tim Dowling Memorial Regatta 
CLYC September 20th & 21st 2007 

b1now@juno.com 
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Labour-o-Love 
Continued from page 4 

 
Having made its way home, Rebel 3 is readied for its 
final phase.  Similar to the hull, the deck is also pre-
pared, sealed and finally painted as the picture series 
below illustrates.  And, what a sweet shine that finish 

is as Clark’s reflection glistens from the deck. 
 While sailing the boat in the 2007 CLYC Invi-
tational, Clark offered this classic to a good home.  
And, after a bit of discussion Clark agreed that Sharon 
and I would provide a good home for this storied craft.    
We expect to campaign Rebel 3 in Grand Rapids and 
DesPlaines and bring it to Lake Fenton for a bit of 
show and tell.  Thanks Clark.  Thanks Dennis.  We are 
very thankful and honoured.                                      RRR 

CLYC Fun-Learn Sail Series 

Dan with Ryan, Linda and Melissa 

Woody with Anne, David and Alex 

Neil with  Jessica and Andy, then 
Brian with Tim (below) 
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Directions for Rigging A Rebel 
August 1, 1960 

Ray Greene & Company 
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These pictures are from a Ray Green brochure from the early 1970’s, provided by James R Schultz, LaSalle, Michigan 
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National Rebel Class Association 
Bruce LJJ Nowak, Editor 
b1now@juno.com 
PO Box 4114 
Jackson, MI 49204-4114 
 
 
Change Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On the Web at http://www.rebelsailor.com Race, Relax in a Rebel 

   

Rebel Nationals July 12th Rebel Nationals July 12th Rebel Nationals July 12th --- 17th, 2008 17th, 2008 17th, 2008   
Lake Fenton Sailing Club, Fenton MichiganLake Fenton Sailing Club, Fenton MichiganLake Fenton Sailing Club, Fenton Michigan   

Easy Info atEasy Info atEasy Info at   
http://www.rebelsailor.com http://www.rebelsailor.com http://www.rebelsailor.com or http://www.gfn.org/lfsc/ http://www.gfn.org/lfsc/ http://www.gfn.org/lfsc/   

Join  
 

Us 
 

on 
 

our 
 

60th 
 

Year 


