Rock Hall
the committable 7 plus one crutch

July 2010

The committable 7 plus one, sailed our first rendezvous on the Chester River between the Chester River
Yacht Club & Country Club (CRYC&CC) and the
Rock Hall Yacht Club (RHYC) on June 11, 2010.
RHYC is the host of this 12 nautical mile Portsmouth style river race, which has been part of their
weekend regatta that dates back to 1937. One would
think that in the 63 years that passed between the
first Rebel being built and our arrival in 2010 that
someone from that area would have seen or even
heard of our one-design. But what we heard something that no Rebel sailor ever expected to hear:
“What kind of boat is that?!”
Fortunately it is the kind of boat that brings 15 farflung people together in a single location for a long
weekend of sailing treasure. With seven of the
thirty-eight one-designs in the race, we were the
most numerous classes on the river and could be
found on both ends and both sides of the line at the
start. Getting to the start should have been relatively
easy, except we were on a river.
Neil Robb and Nick Tanis explained that the start of
the down river race was very different for them.
When they left the dock they were on the proper side
of the line. As they started to the ball end of the line
some 200 yards across the river, they thought they
were sailing along the line. Looking back when they
were roughly half way across the river, they realized
the combination of the river current together with the
out going tide had taken them down river on the
[continued next page]
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course side (OCS). Luckily a freshening breeze arose motor yacht amidst continuous hails of yellow boat
and with a couple of smart tacks Neil & Nick made it over. In that eternity before we received an affirmaback over the starting line on time.
tion to our continuous hails of clear, clear, clear I
thought how nice of the Vorel’s to join us. FortuSharon and I did hear the race officials remark how it nately for Al and Karol, it was the other yellow boat –
would be difficult for those of us to the East of the
who would’ve thought.
starting would have a difficult time getting over the
start line. We also heard them discuss individual and Once heading in the right direction on a broad reach,
general recall, the flags and the responsibilities. Like the other 37 boats were easily the 200 yards across and
Greenwood, one end of the starting line was in a fixed another 300 yards down river. Of those 30 or so ...
position. Walking on shore the distance between that
[continued page 5]
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position and our moored boat was only sixty yards or
so. Add another sixty or seventy yards for dock length Rock Hall
and there was the line. What is the big deal in this
Commodore’s Column
breeze, I wondered.
Being one of the last ones in, Sharon and I were also
one of the last ones to leave the dock. This is not at all
troubling to us as we are almost always the last ones to
leave the dock at any regatta and most club races. In
fact, the habit of ours has perplexed a few at CLYC as
we not only get to the line with a minute to go and we
win! Not always – it helps to know the course, but
enough to shake a few heads.
Anyways, the river breeze wasn’t much but it was
steady enough to slide us past the Osprey’s nest without incident. As we neared the end of the pilings the 5minute warning sounded and, as is customary, the
wind lightened. And the wind continued to lighten
with each signal until there was about a minute to go.
As we flop over to starboard the breeze apparently approved but we were still six or so boat lengths OCS.
Then in no time at all, we dutifully hailed the committee acknowledging our OCS position. That brought a
rousing round of laughter from their
[continued next column]
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…three more races, before it was time to go home. It
was great to sail once again with our friends from
New York & New Jersey. Judi and I are already
talking about how we want to approach this regatta
next year.
Over the winter, we received several calls and emails, from Rebel owners who do normally race, but
would be very interested in getting together, with
other Rebel sailors, in a somewhat less
competitive venue. We sometimes forget there are a
large number of Rebel owners who enjoy more than
just racing. Our boats have a balanced combination
of capacity and portability that is ideally suited to
such events. A Rebel Rendezvous could be some casCOMMODORE’S CORNER
ual point-to-point sails, floating picnics, camping or
The 2010 sailing season is well underway, and things other fun events. If you know of such an event you
are happening quickly. The America’s Cup races came would like to nominate, or just have an idea you
and went in an instant. Our respective clubs have would like to see started, let us know.
kicked-off with their opening races, Spring/Summer
series, and many have had successful Memorial Day Our friends at Grand Rapids Fleet #7 are busy putregattas.
ting the final touches on plans for the upcoming
NRCA Junior & National Championships July 9-11.
After many invitations, from Uncle Al, the Rebels fi- If you haven’t already started, make your plans to
nally put together a fleet to sail the regatta at Rock Hall attend. This promises to be the premier event on the
Maryland. This unique regatta has been ongoing since Rebel calendar. We hope the weekend schedule will
1937. It was a great start for our season of travelling make it easier for more people to attend. Some of
regattas aka Rebel Rendezvous. In all, Seven Rebels our friends from Greenwood Lake have solid plans
made the trip from Greenwood Lake, Jackson, Grand to attend; it will be good to see them back again.
Rapids and Des Plaines. This Friday, Saturday, Sunday Fleet #23 in Des Plaines will be sending two teams
event starts with the 18 mile, point-to-point, Down that have never competed in previous nationals.
River Race on the Chester River. Thirty-eight boats of Once they’ve tried it, we are sure it won’t be their
all types, from A-Scows to Lasers, raced under Ports- last.
mouth handicap down river to Chesapeake Bay. The
John
Rebel fleet made a strong showing their first time out,
finishing 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13 and 14th. When we approach a Comet class boat, their helmsman asked what
kind of boat we had… “this is a Rebel”, we replied. A
while later, in the 4 hour plus race, we crossed tacks,
with the Comet again and their skipper said, “Those
Rebels are everywhere”. I guess they’ll remember us
next year. The next two days were conventional roundthe-buoys racing. Of the ninety-eight boats competing,
only the Lightnings and Albacores had bigger fleets.
Winds for the four races on Saturday blew strong and
steady, giving many of us a chance to sail in wind and
waves we don’t normally experience, on our home waters. Sunday morning wind was light and variable, but
John and Judy Rock Hall Maryland
Rock Hall’s Race Committee still managed to get off
June 2010
Photo
by
Connie
Ranney, RHYC
[continued next column
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2010 Rebel National Championship

Rock Hall

were neatly bunched on the inside of the river’s first
bend which produced one of those breezy-becalmswirly conditions Clark Lake is famous for as the wind

Housing Information
Quality Inn Terrace Club
4495 28th Street SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49512
616-956-8080
$69-109/night

Ramada Plaza
3333 28th Street SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49512
616-949-9222
This hotel is on the corner of 28th St. and the Beltline and restaurants and shopping are a short walk across
the parking lot.
$85-122/night

Holiday Inn Grand Rapids Airport
3063 Lake Eastbrook
Kentwood, MI 49512
877-863-4780
$63-118/night

began bouncing off the tree tops. While we’re not
sure what prompted every one to start at the pin end
that was not the best side of the river at that moment.

And, that was our first lesson in river tactics – keep
Residence Inn by Marriott
from the wind side shore. Much, much, much easier
2701 E. Beltline SE
said then done as the river twists and turns the 12 nauGrand Rapids, MI 49546
tical miles to Rock Hall, but mostly doable unless you
866-539-8430
$99/night
are in the Devil’s Reach. According to the locals, the
Check hotels.com and look for hotels with a SE at the end
of the address. Anything near 28th Street SE and the East
Beltline SE will be within 5 minutes of GRYC. Ones that
say “airport” are not really that close to the airport and are
within 5-10 minutes to the club.

NICKELS BOAT WORKS
1871 Tower Street
Flint, MI 48503
Phone: 810 767-4050
Fax: 810 767-4060
Email: hugh@nickelsboats.com
New Rebels, Boat Repairs and Parts

Devil’s Reach was so named in the 1600’s when
Chestertown tobacco was exported to England. Ships
were known to sit for days on end with out wind.
Here your friendly thermal was hopefully standing by
to jet you down stream. Sharon and I snagged one of
these babies and we were gone. That pack of ...

Rebel 4200 is Ready to Sail

continued page 6
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Rock Hall ...

At this point none of us were sure where the finish line
was. We were told way back when that the RC would
create a line at the last green buoy before entering the
Chesapeake Bay. Of course, the only way I’d know it
was the last buoy would be to sail past it into that bay,
so it was definitely time for the SWAG. At least
three of my previous SWAG had run us aground including a beautiful 360 degree turn, but moving into
crab line provided us with air not available in to main
channel. [And it’s amazing how he could not hear the
centerboard d…r…a…g…g…i…n…g in the sand!
All three times Bruce seemed so surprised when I’d
tell him that we were aground, that is until the boat
became possessed and began turning a different direction from that where Bruce intended. Go figure!]
[Yea go figure, why is the crew keeping this vital information from me, grrr…]

boats was so far behind us it was really stunning.
Even more stunning was the fact that both Bill Selick
and Al Vorel skedaddled out of the pack to pass us on
either shore. Bill and Jim just slid by on the right
pointing slightly higher than us but on the opposite
tack. After a while it was Al and Karol’s turn to
whisk by both boats on the left shore. Lesson two –
location, location, location.

It was mildly disheartening to be so far ahead, only to
be so far behind simultaneously. Bill was at least
three-quarters of a mile ahead of us, while Al was at
least that far ahead of Bill. As we left Devil’s Reach
the tedious calm turned into a gorgeous breeze that
was in it self problematic. Yes a gorgeous breeze may
be problematic if it is contrary to the prevailing current
or tide. Even more problematic was getting that combination right as the river twisted and turned its way to Unbeknownst to me was that the mouth of the Chester
River had at least two fingers to the right of the main
Rock Hall.
river. The first finger provided a slot for the breeze to
Trust me, the only way we knew we were getting right continue unabated in apparent violation of our first
was when we caught Bill and Al with our short tack[continued page 9
ing compared to their much longer legs. We also
knew when we were desperately wrong as they along
with a Highlander-18 would disappear. This maddening imbalance continued right up to Rock Hall as the
three of us were in the same half-mile or so.
[continued next column
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Registration
2010 National Rebel Class Association
Junior National Championship
Grand Rapids Yacht Club – Reeds Lake
July 9-10, 2010
Skipper_____________ Date of Birth________________
Address______________________________________________________________
Crew ______________ Date of Birth _______________
Address______________________________________________________________
Crew_______________ Date of Birth________________
Address______________________________________________________________
Sail Number________ Hull Color__________ Deck Color______________________
WAIVER OF LIABILITY: By participating in this regatta I understand that I voluntarily assume and am
knowledgeable of the risks of sailing, and I agree to hold harmless and free of any liability the Rebel National
Class Association, the Grand Rapids Yacht Club, or members, employees or individuals volunteering for this
regatta, for any damage or injury, material or personal, suffered by the persons listed above or signing below
during racing or other activities related to this regatta.
Date_______________

________________________________
SIGNATURE
(Parent/Guardian of Junior Skipper)

Date_______________

________________________________
SIGNATURE
(Parent/Guardian of Junior Crew)

Date_______________

________________________________
SIGNATURE
(Parent/Guardian of Junior Crew)

ELIGIBILITY: Participants must not reach their 18th birthday by July 1, 2010. Skipper must not have skippered a Rebel in a previous Senior National Championship Regatta. Skipper must be a member of a family that
holds membership in the National Rebel Class Association, or a regular crew during the current sailing season
for a member of the National Rebel Class Association, or a member of an organization that uses the Rebel sailboat in its sailing program. Any youth meeting the age restriction and sponsored by a member of the Association will also be eligible to skipper in the regatta.

Rebel 3 on the Chesapeake

Shore on Rock Hall
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Rock Hall

. The first finger provided a slot for the breeze to continue unabated in apparent violation of our first lesson
as there was clearly wind on the water. We almost
blew this gain as I’d chosen the wrong yacht as the
RC. The wrong yacht was roughly a half-mile in towards the club from where the actual RC position.
Why I thought a RC would put a finish line in the
windy part of the channel was beyond me but that is
where I headed us. At the last moment Sharon noted a
green buoy together with another yacht off our port
beam. Since we were broad reaching we now had to
Photo by Connie Ranney
head to weather in a vague hope of making the line
with out tacking. Tacking meant sailing against the
deal with that, even if the wind is calm and it takes 3 current!
1/2 and 3 hours, with no clear end in site, Bruce and I
happened to be next to a Highlander from Ohio. The
skipper appeared to have sailed this river before, in
other words, knew where he was going, unlike us. His
response to my inquiry as to how much farther it was
to Rock Hall was, “Oh just a little ways. We’re al-

Photo by Connie Ranney

It should not be hard for everyone to quickly bring
back some memory of those breezy-becalm-swirly
wind conditions noted earlier. Yea, that is exactly the
conditions at the finish line when the three of us were
trying to cross. And yes, a new breeze was filling and
all those boats so very far away were beginning to
churn there way towards the three bobbers marking
the finish line. Not exactly how we planned, but
Sharon and I were happy to finish 12th overall and 7th
with corrected time in our only race of the regatta.

Photo by Connie Ran-

most there.” It was another hour before we had a faint
clue that the finish line might actually be in site. (You
can see a long way down a river at the mouth of a
bay!} Of course the wind died at the finish line which
made for an excruciating long (time wise) finish. We
were still quite a distance from the Rock Hall Yacht
Club with no wind but at least having finished the race
Crew’s Catalog: Before the race began I asked one
of the locals up in Chestertown how long the race usu- we were more apt to commiserate with our fellow racally takes. Her answer was about 2 hours. Okay I can ers which made the final phase of this trip much more
enjoyable.
continue next page
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Reading Electric, Inc.

REBEL 1701

Licensed, Bonded, Fully Insured

A Mark II with trailer and sails
Dave Hazelswart 616 363 0649
or Angie Hazelswart
aj@telluridecolorado.net

1113 Valley Stream Drive
Wheeling, Illinois 60090
847-520-0553 * Fax: 847-520-0512
ReadingElectric1@aol.com
Accounting and Tax Preparation since 1974

Office Hours By
Appointment Only

Allan P. Vorel
Certified Public Accountant

REBEL 1986
A Mark II with trailer and sails
Like new cockpit, indoor winter storage, more...
A P Glabe
grandmaanneg@hotmail.com

751 Lamoreaux Dr N.W.
Comstock Park, Michigan 49231-

REBEL 3304

616-784-0294 * Fax: 616-784-1530
E-mail: VorelCPA@netscape.net

A Mark II with trailer and sails
Always garaged or on lift, very good shape ...
Dennis Oser 260 704 3010
dennisoser@verizon.net

REBEL 1718
Bob Huntley 517 279 9038
Coldwater, Michigan

REBEL 4170

You're never too old to

Bob Murray 616 949 3667
murrayrani@att.net
Grand rapids, Michigan

have a happy childhood.
Nick Tanis
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517-420-4359

NOTICE OF RACE
Rock Hall One-Design Regatta
June 11,12 &13, 2010

Rebel Nationals
July 9, 10 11, 2010
Reeds Lake in Grand Rapids, Michigan
vklvet@netserve.net

Des Plaines Invitational
August 7-8, 2010
phil.faulkner@sbcglobal.net

Advertising Rates
Includes Internet Listing

Grand Rapids Invitational
September 2010
vklvet@netserve.net

Tim Dowling Memorial Regatta
CLYC September 25-26, 2010
www.clarklakeyachtclub.org

Issues
Cost
Full Page
Half Page
1/4 Page
1/8 Page

1
$100.00
50.00
25.00
15.00

2

3

4

190.
90.
47.
28.

270. 340.
135. 170.
67.5 85.
40.5 51.

Business Cards Ads for NRCA members will be placed in
four issues at a cost of $25.00. NRCA members only may
advertise to sell their boats and sails at no cost. Other items
for sale by NRCA members is $0.15 per word. Non-NRCA
members may also advertise their boats, sails and other
boating items at a cost of $0.25 per word.
Advertisements are solicited for placement according to
the rates published in the Rabble.
Advertisements will be run and placed on the internet
when payment and copy is received.
No Advertisements will be placed on the Rebel website,
http://www.rebelsailor.com, without a corresponding ad in
the Rebel Rabble. Visit our advertisers, buy a new boat.
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National Rebel Class Association
Bruce LJJ Nowak, Editor
b1now@juno.com
PO Box 4114
Jackson, MI 49204-4114
Change Service Requested

Race, Relax in a Rebel

On the Web at http://www.rebelsailor.com

Rock Hall was Grand now Reeds Lake

Member Boats & Parts

www.rebelsailor.com
Chris Fromme
rebelsailor@msn.com
A P Glabe
grandmaanneg@hotmail.com
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Hank Hodgson
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July 9, 10 and 11, 2010
in Grand Rapids Michigan

Bob Murray
murrayrani@att.net
NBW Rebel 4200
Hugh@nickelsboats.com

The Urban Nationals Welcome Beacon Beckons
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