April 2016

ebel Rabble

Greetings and salutations to all Rebel sailors, friends and associates of the Rebel National
Association! It’s spring time 2016, melting snow and chirping of birds turns our thoughts toward
another summer of sailing! Time to think about uncovering the boats and start fixing the things we
ignored thinking, “I’ll do that next year”. This edition of the Rabble will recap some of 2015 and
point toward events of the 2016 sailing season.

Leading off for 2016…. This is the 1st edition from the temporary editor: Kevin Nickels (also
Rear Commodore). At least the goal is to be temporary. That said there are many things to cover
not to mention the following:
Has the Rebel Rabble shrunk?

If you are reading this edition of the Rebel Rabble online (pdf) you probably have not noticed
anything significant… but if you are reading this edition in hardcopy you undoubtedly have noted
the physical size reduction of this Rabble edition. A suggestion was made that due to the physical
printing of the Rebel Rabble being one of the highest annual expenses for the National Rebel Association, a reduction in the paper size might produce a substantial savings. Therefore this edition is
the trial for this cost comparison. Please let us know what you think about the size change so that
the Association can evaluate this feedback vs. the anticipated cost savings.

2015 Rebel Nationals—Lake Fenton Sailing Club Fenton, MI

Thank you all who attended the 2015 Rebel Nationals!
Friday we waited for many hours and even tried to go out for one race, but it was a race to the
Race Committee Boat and back into shore.
Saturday had variable winds until about 3pm when the Juniors got in 2 races. Donny Marwin and
Harrison Vanderground won both races. The next two boats swapped 2nd and 3rd places, but
Josh Lowry and Thomas Smith were 2nd in the last race, so they took 2nd place. Justin Lowry and
Ethan Robb Stebing were 3rd in the last race and 3rd overall then by tie-breaking rules.
The variable winds spread across the lake a bit more and the Seniors went out for 2 races until
about 6pm. Mark & Brendan Melling won the first race with their brand new mast, thanks to David
Nickels. Kevin Nickels and Mark Helleman won the 2nd race.
Sunday started out very variable again, but built to about 10 knots in the best parts of the lake.
Sadly, we could not start a race after noon to enjoy the continuously building breeze, it would have
taken care of the many ties throughout the finishing places. Kevin Nickels & Mark Helleman pulled
out two more 1st place finishes to make their total 5 points in 4 races! Al Schonborn and Larry
Schmida were 2nd place overall with 13 points. David Nickels and Mike Lutton earned 3rd place
with 19 points. Mike Lutton even loaned his boat to Al Schonborn!
Thank you,

Thanks in advance,
Kevin Nickels,

Mary Vorel
National Rebel Class Association Commodore

Rear Commodore
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2015 Rebel Nationals Results
Place
1

Sail #
4140

Skipper
Kevin Nickels

Crew
Hank Helleman

Club
LFSC

3

4176

David Nickels

Mike Lutton

LFSC

2
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

4178
0092
4182
4164
4196
4161
4150
4162
4200
3982
3914
3963
4195
3994
4143
4191

Al Schonborn
Mark Melling
Bill Selick

Ken Nelson

Jason Vanderground
Mary Vorel

John Lowry
Neil Robb

Tim Nickels

Scott Wright
Allan Vorel

George McCargar

Rowan O'Dougherty
Jay Topping

Radu Milhailescu
Floyd Jones

2015 Junior Rebel Nationals
Place
1
3

Brendan Melling

AYS

3

2

5

3

1

8

4

10

9

6

5
7

John "Jack" O'Donnell

GRYC

Jessica Matuszak

GRYC

13

CLYC

15

Soren Wright/Anne Markaity

GRYC

4

Hallye McCargar

GRYC

Harrison Vanderground

GRYC

Justin Lowry

Brian Nickels

Donny Marwin
Jim Sutton

Pat Topping

Josh Lowry

Thomas Smith

6

11

10

10

GRYC

10

14

13

GRYC

17

15

Harrison Vanderground

GRYC

Ethan Robb Stebing

CLYC

CLYC

8

13

9

LFSC

12

6

11

LFSC

6

2

3

DPYC

Mark Mowry

4

7

11

LFSC

Ted Mercede

9

5

2

CLYC

Ethan Robb Stebing

Crew

Justin Lowry

CLYC

Jim Labate

Skipper

Donny Marwin

2

Larry Schmida

Race 1 Race 2 Race 3 Race 4
2
1
1
1

12
14
16
18

11
7
9

13
17
16
18

3

4

8

7
8

15

12

12

14

17

15

5

14

16

16

17

18

18

1st Place

1

1

2

2

3

5

3

2

5

3rd Place

19
23
30

Kevin Nickels, Hank Helleman, David Nickels, Mike Lutton, Tim & Brian Nickels

GRYC

Ken Nelson, John O'Donnell, Jason & Harrison Vanderground, Mary Vorel & Jessica Matuszak

Mark & Brendan Melling, John & Justin Lowry, Neil Robb & Ethan Robb Stebing

2015 Rebel Nationals - Awards continued
Skipper

Crew

Other Awards Received

Kevin Nickels

Henk Helleman

Rex Pierson Sportsmanship Award to Kevin
Nickels, Best Michigan Skipper, 1st Place
Skipper/Crew, Ray Greene Trophy for Best
Performance 2nd Day of Nationals

David Nickels
Mark Melling
Bill Selick

Mike Lutton
Brendan Melling
Jim Labate

Dean of the Regatta to David Nickels
Best Parent/Child, Most Improved Skipper
Farthest Traveled

30
31
31
31
37
39
40
42
51
62
63
65
72

Most Promising Young Skipper

LFSC

CLYC

13

Race 1 Race 2 Total Other Awards Received

Team Trophy Winners
2nd Place

Total Points
5

Jason Vander-

Harrison Vanderground

John Lowry

Justin Lowry

Mary Vorel
Neil Robb

Jay Topping
Floyd Jones
Donny Marwin

Youngest Crew

Best Woman Skipper, Don S. Musselman
Service Award
Best Ohio Skipper

Jessica Matuszak

Ethan Robb Stebing

Best Grandparent/Grandchild, Have Boat

Pat Topping
Mark Mowry

Best Husband/Wife
Pickle Boat/Anchorman Award
Most Promising Young Skipper

5+19+39 = 63 points

23+31+37 = 91 points
30+31+31 = 92 points

A friendly reminder to ALL sailors…..

PLEASE have your perpetual trophies from 2015 engraved and return them by July 1st,
2016 for use at the 2016 Nationals. If you are unable to attend this year’s Nationals in NJ
please mail/ship them to Bill Selick. (The NRCA will reimburse engraving/shipping costs if
desired, please mail your receipts with request to Neil Robb.)
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All or none…. My perspective of the 2015 Rebel Nationals

My Rebel Nationals experiences seem to be all or none, hit or miss… And the 2015 Rebel Nationals fell into the “all” category. In 2014 I did not win a single race, but in 2015 we won 3 of 4 races, in
2010 I had won 6 races, in 2002 I think I won 3 or 4 races. So I guess as the saying goes I’m either hot
or cold. In 2010 it seemed like I had great starts every race and sailed on, in 2002 there were some
odd situations around marks that occurred and we just seemed to benefit from them so I can recall
the specific incidents in 2002 that made the difference.

But I would have to say of my 3 Nationals victories, this 2015 Rebel Nationals was probably the
most satisfying from the standpoint of just working our way from nothing to something, coming from
the middle of the pack to the front. I never felt like I had the best start (or worst either), and I can’t
note anything specific that simply set us free to victory. In fact I reviewed many of Uncle Al’s photos
and others’ photos of the racing and a couple of our starts left much room for improvement. But during the races the decisions and course changes we made seemed to work nearly every time, and
sometimes worked better than anticipated. During the last race I went from a so-so start to 2nd then
to the lead, then to 3rd and then back to the lead… It was not easy by any stretch of the imagination.
In that last race my final decision to tack to the middle proved the winning decision even though the
prudent choice may have been to continue covering our closest competition. The wind was light for
many races, then the final race was medium velocity and we triumphed in both conditions so this was
also very satisfying. Two of the races were won on the last tack as it should be. Our down-wind sailing
was adequate but not necessarily special. So altogether this was a difficult but very fun regatta.
Though the final scores would seem to indicate that we ran away with it, this could not be farther
from the truth. We struggled as did all in the light stuff and motor boat waves; we were just in the
right place at the finishes. Our boat speed was fair but we really never seemed like we were the fastest boat. So I would like to thank all the participants in the 2015 Rebel Nationals for a fun and challenging regatta. And I want everyone to know it was definitely not easy; Al Schonborn, Mark Melling,
Mary & Al Vorel, my Dad (Dave Nickels), Jason Vanderground, and others made certain that it was
NOT easy.
Sincerely,

Kevin Nickels,
Rear Commodore and 2015 Rebel National Champion
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The 2015 Clark Lake Fall Regatta
What can we say…? Starting from the beginning the Saturday-Sunday Clark Lake
multi-fleet regatta began with too much wind. Just sailing about prior to the first race Mike
Smith rearranged his mast into the popular Rebel “two-piece” design. Buccaneers sailed
the races with jibs furled, and swimming was in vogue with the Lasers. Two races were
sailed back to back, John Lowry winning the first race and Kevin Nickels won the second
race. After a short break a third race was attempted at which time Scott Wright’s mast fell
due a broken stay, and it was noted at that same time that there were more white-caps than
blue water. Kevin Nickels sailed by the committee boat indicating to them things were a bit
out of hand, to which the committee responded with 3 horns. The real winners after the
break were the Buccaneers, because their entire fleet never left the dock after the break
(the smart ones).
Saturday night was a combination of mast repairs, sail repairs, boat repairs, great
food… and sailing stories powered by “dark and stormies” courtesy of Uncle Al. The Lowry
boys also provided entertainment putting on a Rubik’s Cube clinic… However student Kevin
Nickels failed to pass the final exam leaving the cube in disarray. Uncle Al consoled Kevin
with a dark and stormy…. After which he forgot about the failure, and anything else for that
matter.

Sunday morning began with people still searching for sail tape, and others borrowing
boats to sail in lieu of their own disabled craft. The wind was a completely different story,
from 20+ to barely 2 or 3… white caps to glass. Two drifters were sailed on Sunday, on a
course that was designed to be windward-leeward, but ended up windward on nearly every
leg at some point. Scott Wright sailed (or drifted) to victory in the third race and David Nickels won the fourth and final race.
Overall, there were 4 races and 4 different winners, and despite the equipment issues and swimming parties no one was injured. So all said and done it was a successful
regatta given the extreme conditions (one extreme to the other). The final results were David Nickels 1st, Kevin Nickels 2nd, and Scott Wright finished 3rd overall.

In the aftermath, Mike Smith will be getting the 6th and last mast tube of the original
trial purchase. David Nickels plans to bring 3 more mast tubes home after the Rebel Nationals in New Jersey next summer (since NJ is 2/3 of the way to Cape Cod where the tubes
come from). So everyone needs to sail right side up with masts intact until the end of July
2016!
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GRYC Invitational 2015

Minutes of the 2015 Summer Board Meeting.

July 9, 2015

Commodore Mary Vorel called the meeting to order at 6:09 PM at the Lake Fenton Sailing
Club.
Roll Call: Jason Vanderground, Neil Robb, Kevin Nickels, Dave Nickels, Mary Vorel, Rowan ODougherty, Jim Sutton, and Mike Casler-PRO.
The minutes of the last meeting, as published in the Rabble, were approved.
The treasurer’s report, as published in the Rabble, was approved.
Saturday was a beautiful, fall day with winds mostly out of the north, but they were
anywhere from nothing in the middle of race 3 to 12 mph. We sailed 4 races, enjoyed a
lovely dinner and drinks. Sunday was a little warmer and more sunny, with winds coming
more from the north west with also lighter winds and up to 12 mph again. Thor Sorenson,
Andy Rundquist, Fred Stevens, Brian Wrase, Patricia (yacht club caretaker), Brian Hire,
Brad Bloye, and Rick Busch did an incredible job trying to figure it out and giving us great
courses!

Carla Grant, Rich Grant, and Carl Erickson did an amazing job organizing people
and food for all of us. Scott Wright and Carla took charge of this regatta in the initial stages.
Thank you to all the Rebel sailors that hopped in the kitchen to help like Doreen Bolhuis,
Kathy Nelson and Jen Vanderground (sorry if I didn't catch everyone who helped). Jason
Vanderground picked out great beer for us to enjoy!
Thank you to all who came and participated! It was fun sailing the Rebel one last

Vermont Sailing Partners
YOUR Partner in Rebel Sailing

"Championship sails for YOUR Rebel that are proudly made in the USA"
Contact Bill Fastiggi ~ 802-655-7245 ~ Bill@vtsailing.com

Visit us on line at www.vtsailing.com

Measurement Committee – Mast report. Five masts have been built from the new section
and they are working well. Dave will have several of them ready for the 2015 sailing season. The new section will be added to our Constitution
The Race Committee. Mike Casler reported that they will use a committee boat and two
support boats. It looks like we will have 18+ boats. Sailing instructions were approved.
Rabble Format – The board authorized a trial of the next Rabble in the 8 ½ x 14 format.
Kevin Nickels to write a note explaining this trial of a new format. Neil Robb will redo the
officer’s panel for the new format.
Greenwood Lake would like to bid for the 2016 Nationals. They will review with their fleet
and confirm at the Nationals at Lake Fenton this summer.
No old business.
Next meeting at 7:30 PM on July 10th 2015 at LFSC.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:31 PM by Commodore Mary Vorel.
Respectfully submitted,
Neil Robb
Secretary/Treasurer

Vermont Sailing Partners ~ 150 West Canal Street ~ Winooski, VT 05404
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REBEL RABBLE

NATIONAL REBEL CLASS ASSOCIATION

Official publication of the

Treasurers Report

National Rebel Class Association 2014/15

as of December 31, 2015

Fleet Captains

Commodore Mary Vorel
(616) 745-6808 maryvorel@gmail.com

Vice Commodore

Fleet 2

Dan Leon

Nick Tanis 517/420-4359

(845) 544-4085 dleon@amslgroup.com

nickrtanis@gmail.com

Fleet 7

Rear Commodore Kevin Nickels

Grand Rapids, MI

Al Vorel 616/784-0294
vorelcpa@netscape.net

(248) 634-1242 k5centz@comcast.net

Secretary/Treasurer Neil Robb

517/787-3673 nerobb@mtu.edu

Fleet 21

Greenwood Lake, NJ

Fleet 23

Des Plaines, IL

Fleet ##

Lake Fenton, MI

Bill Selick
Bill.Selick@gmail.com

Rebel Rabble Editor Kevin Nickels

(248) 634-1242 k5centz@comcast.net

Immediate Past Commodore Bruce Leon Nowak
517/784-3348 b1now@juno.com

Jim Quiniff
jquiniff@gmail.com

Kevin Nickels
k5centz@comcast.net

One Year Directors

Dave Nickels, Lake Fenton
Nick Tanis, Clark Lake

Rabble Photographers:

Bruce Nowak, Clark Lake

Sharon M. Nowak nowaksharon3@yahoo.com

Two Year Directors

Al Schoenborn uncle-al3854@cogeco.ca

Bill Selick, Greenwood Lake

George McCargar, Reeds Lake

Web-Skipper: Neil Robb

Jason Vanderground, Reeds Lake

9

Clark Lake, MI
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nerobb@mtu.edu

2016 Rebel Nationals:

Advertising Rates

Includes Internet Listing
Issues
Cost

Full Page

Half Page
1/4 Page
1/8 Page

1

2

$100.00 190.
50.00

90.

15.00

28.

25.00

47.

3

4

270.

340.

67.5

85.

135.
40.5

The 2016 Rebel Nationals will be held at the Awosting Boathouse in Hewitt, New
Jersey. This is Fleet 21’s third time hosting this event, so we are now confident that we
can host this event no matter what the weatherman throws at us. Last time you visited,
we had amazing winds, and were able to pull off 10 races. A squall came through in the
middle of the Wednesday night dinner, soaking everyone and ripping Uncle Al’s borrowed sails. People were running for cover under the tables. I can’t promise enough
wind for 10 races, but if another squall comes through, we now have a contingency plan
since the boathouse now has a protected bottom floor.

170.
51.

Business Cards Ads for NRCA members will be placed in
four issues at a cost of $25.00. All Rebel boat owners may
advertise to sell their boats, boat parts, and sails at no cost.
Other items for sale by NRCA members is $0.15 per word.
Advertisements are solicited for placement according to the
rates published in the Rabble. Ads for boats, parts, and sails
will be text only in the Rabble but photos are welcome on
the internet.

The 2016 Nationals are almost here!!! (July 10-14, 2016)

Please read the following pages about the Nationals at Greenwood Lake this
summer. If you are considering going to the Nationals even if you are not ready to send
an entry form, please contact Bill Selick to let them know as it is greatly helpful for preplanning. This is especially true for Juniors. Awosting needs to prepare for sailing Sunday afternoon prior to the Senior event if there are Juniors planning to participate.
Also please note if you desire to participate in either the Junior or Senior events
there are a few boats potentially available for use at Awosting. This would mean you
don’t have to trailer your own! No excuses are left…. Come and sail!!!
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Many of you have visited us in the past, and have seen our beautiful 9 mile long
lake. For those who have not had the pleasure, this lake is a public lake with lots of motorboat traffic on the weekends. Most people are traveling very far to enjoy the regatta,
and we want to maximize your racing experience. For that reason, we will be holding the
Nationals using Woody’s traditional weekday schedule when the motorboat traffic is at a
minimum. We will launch boats/measure sails on Saturday and Sunday, and will start racing on Monday when the lake is quiet. As we have done in the past, our club will be
hosting a welcome BBQ on Sunday night and will keep the beer flowing.
Please be prepared to leave your boat in the water for the entire week. Since we
share the launch area with the Awosting Community, there is no room in the parking lot
for your boats. The last race must start before 1 PM on Thursday. Awards will be given
out following the last race so that those who want to get on the road can make some progress before nightfall.
My Brother-in-law, Bobby Nusbaum, promises to run his “cavalcade of crap” again
on Wednesday evening, so don’t forget to bring some donations for that effort. Perhaps
we’ll raise enough money for the club to finally have running water at the boathouse.
We have a few club members who have volunteered to host a few guests. If you
are interested in staying in Awosting with one of our gracious hosts, please let me know
and I will see if I can make a match.

A request that we’ve had often at past regattas was allowing camping near the
boathouse. We have asked the Awosting community about this, and they have allowed
us to use the athletic field for the week. Please let us know in advance if you intend to
camp out there so that we can figure out the logistics accordingly.
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2016 Rebel Nationals Continued...

Another common request was “Can I leave my boat in New Jersey and extend my
vacation in NYC”. The answer is “yes”.. just let us know in advance so that we can find a
safe place for you to park your boat. I also had a request to schedule this regatta around
the same time as the New York State wine festival. I am happy to say that they were very
cooperative, and moved their event to start on the Friday after the regatta. This will
leave you plenty of time to pack up your boat and drive north to the Finger Lakes. B.T.W.
They charge $400 for camping at the festival. Camping is free at our regatta (Info available on our regatta site)
I have started a web site for this event which is chock-full of places to stay, rules
of the club, forms, things to do in the area, etc. We will try to add content often, so visit
it frequently. Ays.rebelsailor.com/nationals2016/default.htm

If you have any questions at all after reading through the web site, please send me
an Email.
Bill.Selick@gmail.com
Greenwood Lake Fleet #21 receiving their Fleet Award in
2011 at the Awosting Boathouse / Greenwood Lake

2016 REBEL NATIONALS (Juniors July 10-11, Seniors July 11-14, 2016)
ENTRY FORM GREENWOOD LAKE
WEST MILFORD, NEW JERSEY
Sponsored by
AWOSTING YACHT SQUADRON
WEST MILFORD, NEW JERSEY
Skipper __________________

Sail Number ______________

Age __________

Address ___________________________________ District ________ Fleet ________
City ______________________________________ State __________ ZIP ________

Email Address ___________________________________________________________

Crew(s) ________________________________________________ Age ____________
Children Attending (names & ages) __________________________________________
Spouses or Guests Attending (names)

_____________________________________

Registration Fee (per boat) postmarked

by June 23, 2016 $150

Miles Driven ___________

Lodging Location _______________________

Postmarked after June 23, 2016 $175

___________

___________

WAIVER OF LIABILITY: By participating in this regatta, I understand that I voluntarily assume
and am knowledgeable of the risks of sailing and I agree to hold harmless and free of any liability the
National Rebel Class Association, Awosting Yacht Squadron, or members of these organizations and
employees or individuals appointed of volunteering for this regatta, for any damage or injury, material or personal, suffered by me during racing or other activities related to this regatta.
Date: ____________________
Date: ____________________
Date: ____________________

Signature _____________________________
Signature _____________________________
(Crew 1)
Signature _____________________________
(Crew 2)

Make out check to: Awosting Yacht Squadron
Send completed registration forms to:
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Rose Steele
7 Long Pond Road
Hewitt, NJ 07421
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Merger of WindRider and Nickels Boat Works
This entry was posted on December 31, 2015 by Robert Sanberg.

Press Release
December 31, 2015
Minneapolis, MN, U.S.A.

Contact: Dean Sanberg, President
dean@windrider.com
612-338-2170

Merger of WindRider International and Nickels Boat Works

WindRider International has merged with Nickels Boat Works to provide a more comprehensive product and service lineup to the sailing community. Nickels Boat Works, with a 30-plus
year history of quality boat building, is the manufacturing division for WindRider and will now
build nine models of sailboats at the Flint, Michigan plant, plus import five models of sailing
trimarans from Astus in France. WindRider distributes parts and accessories sailboats and
now www.windrider.com will be the exclusive supplier of Nickels Boat Works parts, including
parts for the Lightning, Buccaneer, Mutineer, and JY15.
Nickels Boat Works is a world-renowned builder of one-design sailboats and other fiberglass
products. It is the prime supplier of the 19 foot Lightning, whose class has over 15,000 boats
built since its introduction, and also builds the JY15, Buccaneer, Rebel, Mutineer and
Snipe. Innovations at Nickels Boat Works include approved class refinements in hull shape
and refined deck layouts resulting in World, Pan American and North American victories. WindRider trimaran models include the WR17, WR16, WRTango; plus Astus models 16.5,
18.2, 20.2, 22 and 24.
About WindRider: WindRider encourages people to Go Sail™ by providing products and
online information resources that simplify the sailing experience for sailors in all stages of life.
From accessible, fun sailboats and accessories to their communities of sailors interacting online and on-water, WindRider has everything you need to Go Sail™. Visit
www.windrider.com for more information.
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